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Flying aces

T aking stock: Chief of the Air Stae Air Chief
Marshal A.P. Singh,centre, with oe icials in front of
a MiG-29UPG fighter aircraft during his visit to

an Air Force Station, in Punjab on Thursday. The

IAF chief reviewed the overall operational
preparednessof the command

In RS, MPs raise U.P. school
closures, judicial diversity

The Hm!u Bureau

NEW DELHI

Concerns over the state of
public education in Uttar
Pradesh, lack of social di-
versity in the higher judici-
ary, and the implications of
permitting 100% Foreign
Direct Investment (FDI) in
the insurance sector domi-
nated Zero Hour in the Ra-
jya Sabha on Thursday.
Raising the issue of
school closures, Javed Ali
Khan of the Samajwadi
Party said the govern-
ment’s primary education
network in Uttar Pradesh
had been “nearly disman-
tled”. Of the 4.18 lakh sanc-
tioned teaching posts,
85,000 remain vacant,
while 1.5 lakh Shiksha Mi-
tras continue on low wag-
es. He noted that 2,586
schools operate with single
teachers, and around
27,000 schools have either
been shut or merged.
Teachers, he said, are
overburdened with non-
academic duties ranging

Proceedings under way in the Rajya Sabha on Thursday. AnI

from Census and cattle
counts to welfare scheme
surveys, and in some
States even managing stray
cattle and dogs.

Citing an order of the Al-
lahabad High Court direct-
ing the government to re-
lieve teachers of such
additional tasks, he urged
the Centre to ensure they
are allowed to focus solely
on teaching.

P. Sandosh Kumar of the
Communist Party of India
called upon the govern-
ment to reconsider the de-
cision to allow 100% FDI in

insurance, arguing that the
sector safeguards the sav-
ings of millions and should
not be left entirely to fo-
reign capital.

P. Wilson of the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam revi-
sited the issue of social di-
versity within the judici-
ary, renewing his demand
for regional Benches of the
Supreme Court of India.
He pointed out that of the
593 High Court judges ap-
pointed in the past five
years, nearly 80% were
from forward communi-
ties.

13Mar. In RS, MPs raise U.P. school closures, judicial diversity
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Concerns over the state of public education in Uttar Pradesh, lack of social diversity in the
higher judiciary, and the implications of permitting 100% Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) in
the insurance sector dominated Zero Hour in the Rajya Sabha on Thursday.

I U H et fRien o1 fRufa, 3= fafaerar &t woft, ofiR S
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Raising the issue of school closures, Javed Ali Khan of the Samajwadi Party said the
government’s primary education network in Uttar Pradesh had been “nearly dismantled”.

TUTSETS! UTel & W1dg Sell W - W 8 811 & Je, DI 3o1d g Hel 1o IR T H
WHR BT UTUfP e Aead Ty -y g1 gl

Of the 4.18 lakh sanctioned teaching posts, 85,000 remain vacant, while 1.5 lakh Shiksha
Mitras continue on low wages.

%4.18611@' e fRieror ual # & 85,000 Wrelt €, Safdh 1.5 ARa g i &1 o R HRRa
|

He noted that 2,586 schools operate with single teachers, and around 27,000 schools have
either been shut or merged.

3514 81 3 2,586 Thall H Had U RIefd B B I@ ©, AR T 27,000 IHd A1 4 9§
X fau MU § o faer fobw T

Teachers, he said, are overburdened with non-academic duties ranging from Census and
cattle counts to welfare scheme surveys, and in some States even managing stray cattle
and dogs.

I8 gl [ e R-Rerfore wraf ¥ U g 3 €, o SmoEn 3R ugy Rt 3 dax
TN GITT HA&UT I JMAA &, 3R $© Isdl # o Yedhd U] 3R Tl &1 TaeH Hft B
ysar gl

Citing an order of the Allahabad High Court directing the government to relieve teachers of
such additional tasks, he urged the Centre to ensure they are allowed to focus solely on
teaching.

SATETEIG 3o AT o 3R 1 gaTdl od gu, o IRBR 3l gl &1 0 sifafikaa wrm
T gad B B FaxT faan T o1, 351 &% ¥ 3 b for gRfyd o i 3¢ daa Rigor
& PHigd B DI 3 &1 AT

P. Sandosh Kumar of the Communist Party of India called upon the government to
reconsider the decision to allow 100% FDI in insurance, arguing that the sector safeguards
the savings of millions and should not be left entirely to foreign capital.

HTQ'HH%WUTE&% P. Sandosh Kumar = ¥R&R U §E1 H§ 100% FDI ﬁ&ﬂ'ﬂﬁﬁ%
it R AR &4 &7 3 far, 78 9 <d gU % I8 &F SRIs! &) Iud & JR&f TRl g
3R 39 U ¥ ¥ et geft R 78 sl anfgu

P. Wilson of the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam revisited the issue of social diversity within
the judiciary, renewing his demand for regional Benches of the Supreme Court of India.

SfIST g1 HORTH & P. Wilson = =arauTiadT H |raTfere fafauar o ge &1 ik 9 ST,
3R HRA & WA SIE H &= daf 1 A 1 S|

He pointed out that of the 593 High Court judges appointed in the past five years, nearly
80% were from forward communities.
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Beijing-Pyongyang
train service is back

after a six-year gap
RS

Reuters
BEIJING

The first passenger train service between the Chi-
nese and North Korean capitals left Beijing Rail-
way Station on Thursday, ending a six-year gap, as
China moves to shore up cross-border infrastruc-
ture and rebuild ties with its neighbour.

Train K27 will arrive in the North Korean capi-
tal at 6.07 p.m. on Friday, after a journey of 24
hours and 4iminutes skirting north of the Bohai
Sea with a stopover in the border city of Dandong,
China’s railway authority said.

China and North Korea are “friendly neigh-
bours” and across-border passenger train service
facilitates people-to-people exchanges, a foreign
ministry spokesperson told reporters on Thurs-
day. China also backs stronger communication
between both sides to ease such exchanges, the
spokesperson added.

The service was suspended when the COVID-19
pandemic broke out in 2020.

North Korea is largely closed to foreign tou-
rism, with few exceptions, largely for Russian tour
groups under restricted arrangements, say travel
agencies organising trips to the country.

The service linking the capitals will operate
four days a week in both directions, running on
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays,
China’s railway authority said in a notice.

Tickets, restricted to business visa holders,
were sold out for Thursday’s trip, but those for
March 18 were still available, a Beijing travel agen-
cy said. The shorter Dandong-Pyongyang link will
operate daily in both directions, the official news
agency Xinhua said.

9971932488

13Mar. Beijing-Pyongyang train service
is back after a six-year gap

e The first passenger train service between
the Chinese and North Korean capitals left Beijing
Railway Station on Thursday, ending a six-year
gap, as China moves to shore up cross-border
infrastructure and rebuild ties with its neighbour.
Ugal et e Aar A ok 39 Fifvarg
YT & S BaR I ST ¥ad W= I 9
§s, B8 UId & 3faRTd &I YA Hd gu, b o
HHT IR SEiE & Aoigd B eﬁ? T TSR
T &Y YA FR BT 3R 96 8T 8

e Train K27 will arrive in the North Korean
capital at 6.07 p.m. on Friday, after a journey of 24
hours and 41 minutes skirting north of the Bohai Sea
with a stopover in the border city of Dandong,
China’s railway authority said.

ST K27 YHAR B 6.07 ol ST BITRATS TSI
ugaTh, 24 62 3R 41 e ) aEm F ¢, HEE AR
¥ IR FT 3R TH gU AR T TER ST A 3e7ia
& T, I BT Iad UITYHR0T - gl

e China and North Korea are “friendly
neighbours” and across-border passenger train
service facilitates people-to-people exchanges, a
foreign ministry spokesperson told reporters on
Thursday.

4 3R IR S Ayl Ry § oiR W
UR gt ¢ a1 ATl & di SMMeT=-UeT &l
YT T 7, U fae=T WATa yadt A ¥aR
DI UABRI DI IdR|

e China also backs stronger communication
between both sides to ease such exchanges, the
spokesperson added.

Yaadl - SIST fob = a1 uall & oid T SMa=-UaH
?mﬁaﬂﬁ%ﬁzwwwwﬁqlﬁm
I

e The service was suspended when the COVID-19 pandemic broke out in 2020.
¥aT 2020 H COVID-19 HETHRY & e W Fdifad e & 715 2R

e North Korea is largely closed to foreign tourism, with few exceptions, largely for Russian
tour groups under restricted arrangements, say travel agencies organising trips to the

country.

I Bifvar 081 ©U 3 fadzh wiest & i T 8, $© Saml & 9, ol T ¥ ¥ w1
T e & fore Tifid sgaw & ded 8, A6 TSR S 31 &1 Jr1sf &1 TS Hal |,

FEdl gl

e The service linking the capitals will operate four days a week in both directions, running on
Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays and Saturdays, China’s railway authority said in a

notice.

TSI B Sig arel! TaT 9wg § IR 7 g1 faxmelf & goh, WHaR, §UaR, TEaR iR
AR & Fadt g, 99 Pt ¥aa wikiewor § ue AT & w1l

o Tickets, restricted to business visa holders, were sold out for Thursday’s trip, but those for
March 18 were still available, a Beijing travel agency said.
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e The shorter Dandong-Pyongyang link will operate daily in both directions, the official news
agency Xinhua said.

BIC! SrFSI-WIIT foie A1 1 fa=msil & =eiill, sfieiRe THER okt forg s A o1l

GS Paper 1: History,

TOPICS COVERED

13 March 2026

13Mar QuIZ

Questions and Answé‘rs to the previous
day’s daily quiz: 1. The duration of the
Dandi March. Ans: 24 days

2. It was done to resist the tax imposed on
this commodity. Ans: Salt

3. The start and end points of this march.
Ans: Sabarmati and Dandi

4. Another name for this march, owing to the
fact that all the people were joining the
procession wearing white Khadi. Ans: White
Flowing River

5. The culmination of the Dandi March led to
this eventual consequence. Ans: Civil
disobedience movement

Visual: Identify this march, parallely held by C.
Rajagopalachari, the coast where it was held.
Ans: Vedaranyam salt march, east coast
Early birds: Arun Kumar Singh | K.N.
Viswanathan | Parimal Das | Sudhir Thapa|

C. Saravanan

QuUIZ

Duration of the Dandi March
Correct Answer: 24 Days

e The Dandi March, also known as the Salt March, was a major
event of the Civil Disobedience Movement led by Mahatma Gandhi
against the British salt tax.

e The march began on 12 March 1930 from Sabarmati Ashram
in Ahmedabad and concluded on 6 April 1930 at the coastal village of
Dandi in Gujarat, covering about 390 kilometres (240 miles).

e  The entire journey lasted 24 days, during which Gandhi and his
followers travelled through several villages.

Historical Significance

e The march symbolized non-violent resistance (Satyagraha) against unjust colonial laws.

e By reaching Dandi and making salt from seawater, Gandhi openly violated the British Salt
Law, which prohibited Indians from producing their own salt.

e The act inspired millions of Indians across the country to join the Civil Disobedience
Movement through protests, boycotts of British goods, and refusal to pay certain taxes.

Impact on the Freedom Movement

e The 24-day march drew massive public attention both in India and internationally, exposing
the exploitative nature of British rule.

e Thousands of people joined the movement after the march, and many leaders including
Gandhi were arrested.

e The event significantly strengthened India’s struggle for independence and became a
powerful example of peaceful mass protest against colonial authority.

Commodity Targeted During the Dandi March

Correct Answer: Salt

e The Dandi March (Salt March) was organised by Mahatma Gandhi in 1930 to protest the
British monopoly and tax on salt.
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e Under colonial law, Indians were not allowed to produce or sell salt independently and
had to purchase heavily taxed salt from the British government.

e Gandhi chose salt because it was an essential commodity used by every household,
including the poorest people.

e By challenging the salt tax, he aimed to unite the masses against British economic
exploitation.

Historical Context

e The Salt Act of 1882 gave the British government complete control over the production and
sale of salt in India. This law prevented Indians from collecting or making salt even from
natural sea sources.

e  During the Dandi March (12 March—6 April 1930), Gandhi symbolically broke this law by
producing salt from seawater at Dandi in Gujarat, marking the beginning of a nationwide
campaign of civil disobedience.

Significance in the Freedom Struggle

e The protest against the salt tax transformed the Civil Disobedience Movement into a mass
movement. Thousands of Indians began making salt illegally and boycotting British goods.

e Theissue of salt, a simple daily necessity, effectively exposed the unjust economic
policies of British rule and mobilised widespread public participation in the struggle for
India’s independence.

Start and End Points of the Dandi March
Correct Answer: Sabarmati and Dandi

e The Dandi March, also known as the Salt March, began from Sabarmati Ashram in
Ahmedabad, Gujarat, and ended at the coastal village of Dandi in Gujarat.

e |tstarted on 12 March 1930 and concluded on 6 April 1930. Mahatma Gandhi led 78
selected volunteers from Sabarmati Ashram and walked about 390 kilometres (240 miles)
to reach Dandi.

e At Dandi, Gandhi symbolically produced salt from seawater, openly defying the British
Salt Law.

Historical Context

e Sabarmati Ashram served as Gandhi’s headquarters for the national movement, making it
the symbolic starting point.

e The destination, Dandi, was chosen because it was a coastal area where natural salt
could be collected.

e The march passed through numerous villages in Gujarat, mobilising people and spreading
awareness about civil disobedience against British rule.

Significance in the Freedom Movement

e The journey from Sabarmati to Dandi became a powerful demonstration of non-violent
resistance (Satyagraha).

e Itinspired mass participation across India, including salt-making protests, boycotts of
British goods, and refusal to pay certain taxes.

e The event drew international attention and marked the beginning of the Civil Disobedience
Movement (1930-34) against colonial rule.

Another Name of the Dandi March
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Correct Answer: White Flowing River

e The Dandi March (1930), led by Mahatma Gandhi, was sometimes described as a “White
Flowing River” because thousands of participants joined the procession wearing white
Khadi clothes.

o Khadi symbolised self-reliance (Swadeshi) and resistance to British economic control.

o As the march progressed through villages of Gujarat, large crowds wearing white garments
walked together, creating the visual impression of a continuous white stream moving
across the landscape.

Historical Context

e The march began on 12 March 1930 from Sabarmati Ashram and ended at Dandi on 6
April 1930. Gandbhi initially started with 78 volunteers, but thousands joined along the route.

e The widespread use of Khadi, promoted by Gandhi, represented the boycott of British-
made textiles and encouraged indigenous production through spinning and weaving.

Significance in the Freedom Struggle

o The imagery of a “White Flowing River” symbolised the unity and peaceful mobilisation
of people in the Civil Disobedience Movement.

e [tdemonstrated how the nationalist movement used simple symbols like Khadi and salt to
mobilise masses across regions and social groups, strengthening India’s struggle against
colonial rul

Consequence of the Dandi March
Correct Answer: Civil Disobedience Movement

e The Dandi March (Salt March) in 1930, led by Mahatma Gandhi, marked the formal
beginning of the Civil Disobedience Movement against British colonial rule.

e On6 April 1930, Gandhi reached Dandi in Gujarat and broke the Salt Law by producing
salt from seawater.

e  This symbolic act encouraged Indians across the country to openly defy unjust British
laws, including the salt tax and other colonial regulations.

Expansion of the Movement

o After the Dandi March, people in many parts of India started manufacturing salt illegally,
boycotting foreign goods, and refusing to pay certain taxes imposed by the British
government.

e  The movement witnessed participation from students, peasants, workers, and women,
transforming it into a nationwide mass protest against colonial authority.

Historical Significance

e The Civil Disobedience Movement (1930-1934) became one of the most significant phases
of India’s freedom struggle.

e |t weakened the legitimacy of British rule and attracted global attention to India’s demand
for self-rule (Swaraj) through non-violent resistance (Satyagraha).
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13Mar | SC to study what constitutes ‘personal data’ in DPDP laws
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13Mar | Women’s political participation in India

YRd | Afgarsi &1 Ie+ifae yrilerRt

SC to study what constitutes ‘personal data’ in DPDP laws
FGS 11 Polity ]

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Thursday agreed to exa-
mine what constitutes
“personal data” under In-
dia’s new digital personal
data law, which allegedly
uses data privacy norms to
block the right to
information.

A three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant said the
need to define “public da-
ta” and “personal data”
has arisen following the
implementation of the Dig-
ital Personal Data Protec-
tion (DPDP) Act, 2023 and
its corresponding Digital
Personal Data Protection
Rules, 2025.

The court issued formal
notice to the Union govern-

ment on a petition jointly
filed by journalist Geeta
Seshu and the Software
Freedom Law Center, re-
presented by senior advo-
cate Indira Jaising and ad-
vocate Paras Nath Singh,
who said the DPDP laws ef-
fectively stall journalists
from accessing data of pu-
blic interest concerning
those who hold public
offices.

“While enacted under
the ostensible objective of
protecting personal data,
the DPDP laws in effect le-
galise  disproportionate
state surveillance, create a
compensation vacuum for
citizens, dilute the Right to
Information, erode the
ability of journalists to
practice their profession
and establish a data pro-
tection regulator that is

e The term ‘public interest
has been deleted from

the DPDP Act. Journalists cannot

access data which is in public

interest

INDIRA JAISING
Senior advocate

structurally  dependent
upon the Executive,” the
petition said.

For one, the petition
said, Section 44(3) of the
Act imposes a “blanket
ban” on Right to Informa-
tion (RTD) applications
seeking disclosure of ‘per-
sonal information’.

“The term ‘public inter-
est” has been deleted from
the DPDP Act. Journalists
cannot access data which
is in public interest. A jour-
nalist need not have perso-

nal data, but needs infor-
mation which is in the
public interest to satisfy
the public’s right to infor-
mation and knowledge.”
Ms. Jaising submitted.

‘No clear definition’
She said the Act does not
clearly define terms such
as “information” and “per-
sonal”. The state could
mount sweeping surveil-
lance on anyone, Ms. Jais-
ing said.

She highlighted how the

Act allowed compensation
for illegally accessing per-
sonal data to go directly to
the government and not
the injured person.

“While the DPDP Act in-
troduces a penalty-centric
framework with fines run-
ning into hundreds of
crores, such penalties are
payable exclusively to the
Consolidated Fund of In-
dia. The data principal
whose privacy is violated
receives no compensation,
restitution or restoration,
even in cases involving
identity theft, financial
fraud, reputational harm
or dignitary injury,” the pe-
tition said.

The Chief Justice said a
balance had to be struck
between privacy and the
right to information. One
right should not compro-

mise the other, the court
said.

“At what point should
data regarding a respecta-
ble person holding public
office be treated as public
and when should it be seen
as personal?” the CJI
asked. The Chief Justice
pointed out that an indivi-
dual’s data privacy has to
be protected against
sweeping provisions of
law. “Entire personal data
of the citizenry from a sub-
stantial part of the globe
are flowing into bigwig
private entities. Data has
become the true wealth of
the day,” Chief Justice Kant
said.

The court asked Ms. Jais-
ing to frame questions of
law and scheduled the case
for detailed hearing on
March 23.

13Mar. SC to study what constitutes ‘personal data’ in DPDP laws

SN FrAY & “afRmTa Ser F1 8, U8 3y #3 & fore Tt

e The Supreme Court on Thursday agreed to examine what constitutes “personal data” under

India’s new digital personal data law, which allegedly uses data privacy norms to block the
right to information.

U PIC A FAR DI g AL B & (04 TgAld ad Bl b YRd & ¢ fSioiea HAfdad
ST B & ded “SfRITd Ser’ FT1 8, S HIUd dR TR SeT MU=t TS| BT STANT T
F RPR F! A & o AT g

A three-judge Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant said the need to define
“public data” and “personal data” has arisen following the implementation of the Digital
Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act, 2023 and its corresponding Digital Personal Data
Protection Rules, 2025.

I e B S, Rt Aga 4R & ger arard gd id $R @ 7, A Hel i
“FTdeI -1 S 3R “AfRATd ST’ B! IRUINT B $I saxadhdl fsfea wia et
MR (DPDP) Hftfrad, 2023 3R 39% Yaftrd fefres wiqa Se1 Mieamm AW, 2025

$ AN & d1¢ ST gS B

The court issued formal notice to the Union government on a petition jointly filed by
journalist Geeta Seshu and the Software Freedom Law Center, represented by senior
advocate Indira Jaising and advocate Paras Nath Singh, who said the DPDP laws
effectively stall journalists from accessing data of public interest concerning those who hold
public offices.
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“While enacted under the ostensible objective of protecting personal data, the DPDP laws in
effect legalise disproportionate state surveillance, create a compensation vacuum for
citizens, dilute the Right to Information, erode the ability of journalists to practice their
profession and establish a data protection regulator that is structurally dependent upon the
Executive,” the petition said.

“glelifos AR STT Bl Y& & HiAd I5¥Y b ded AR fbT T4, DPDP S IRdd H
T I AR &1 94 S0 €, AR 3 fore garmae U1 X ©, JaT &b
SfUPR B HFHSR FRA &, THBHR] B U &HdT B HH B | 3R T Sel JR&iT Farms
R P ¢ ol TP U § HRIUTee R FR 7, arfasdt & &gt )

For one, the petition said, Section 44(3) of the Act imposes a “blanket ban” on Right to
Information (RTI) applications seeking disclosure of ‘personal information’.

TS 3R, AIIHT H wel 1 fo fAFTH o URT 44(3) H AT STHBRE & Tdhe [HR0l & [o7g
I & ARBR (RTI) 3Mde W HYuf yfeaer Tmn gl

“The term ‘public interest’ has been deleted from the DPDP Act. Joumnalists cannot access
data which is in public interest. A journalist need not have personal data, but needs
information which is in the public interest to satisfy the public’s right to information and
knowledge.” Ms. Jaising submitted.

“DPDP 3 aH ¥ aTduif-a fea Wsa 5T a1 11 &1 PR I Sl ab Ugd o] 9bd il
I fd & 811 T TSR & U AfGaTd Sl GHT TS 6] 6, A1 39 U SHBRT
B HTIHT ¢ Nl AIdSIe fgd & g1 dlich SiFdT o a3 T & TP B I fovar o
T | et SRR A TR o

‘No clear definition’

She said the Act does not clearly define terms such as “information” and “personal”. The
state could mount sweeping surveillance on anyone, Ms. Jaising said.

351 &gl 3 Ay “jga=m iR “safaaiTa” SR Xeg)i & WF T4 I GRUTT 61 FHal
I foreht W ot e PRI H1 Wbt 8, it SR 3 w1

She highlighted how the Act allowed compensation for illegally accessing personal data
to go directly to the government and not the injured person.

351 Far & AT &Y 3y ¥U A AfRITd ST a% UgTA & e gamrae He WaHR
! W1 7, A fob wifad safaa @i

“While the DPDP Act introduces a penalty-centric framework with fines running into
hundreds of crores, such penalties are payable exclusively to the Consolidated Fund of
India. The data principal whose privacy is violated receives no compensation, restitution
or restoration, even in cases involving identity theft, financial fraud, reputational harm or
dignitary injury,” the petition said.

“gTdife DPDP I d8-Ffd e U a1 8 o Jai I sl 1S dF 81d &, WS
Had YRd & TRfed S &I 37 A1 € | T Se1 ger uwifad g1 g, 39 SIS g,
GARITOT a1 AT 75T e, Jsf oo & ugar ot 9, faxia diarus, wfasr &t
THA T IRAT W Ae & gl | gt & w1

The Chief Justice said a balance had to be struck between privacy and the right to
information. One right should not compromise the other, the court said.

T ITTE=T = Sl fas Mu=iaar SR a1 & ARPBR & i Tga- R BT HaAH ¢ |
TH SHABR g B! YHIAd 781 BT 1Y, PIE A Fell

“At what point should data regarding a respectable person holding public office be treated as
public and when should it be seen as personal?” the CJl asked.

T3 foig R IrdeiAe Ug YRe fdd & aR T ST &I Grdeif-1e AT ST AT 3R Fd 39
feaITd 91 ST 91ige?” CJI = @l
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e The Chief Justice pointed out that an individual’'s data privacy has to be protected against
sweeping provisions of law. “Entire personal data of the citizenry from a substantial part of
the globe are flowing into bigwig private entities. Data has become the true wealth of the
day,” Chief Justice Kant said.

T reiRr A gar o fodt safaq ot S Mu-iaar &1 S $Ht ATIS YrauT=i & s
WRigra fpar S =R ot g & o iR q Al o1 cafaeartd Ser a8 foroft wwamai o
g T2 | ST 31151 BT QT & § 741 §,” Yod <qranefisr hid = gl

e The court asked Ms. Jaising to frame questions of law and scheduled the case for detailed

hearing on March 23.

%ﬁ%ﬁﬁu&%ﬁﬁwmmaﬁﬁwmzmﬁaﬁ
|

‘Parental income
alone cannot set
creamy layer status’
s - Poiity .}

Abhinay Lakshman
NEW DELHI

Settling the decades-long
confusion over how to cal-
culate wealth or income to
determine the creamy
layer status of OBC candi-
dates for reservation, the
Supreme Court ruled this
week that it “cannot be de-
cided solely on the basis of
the [parental] income”.

This is likely to widen
the reservation pool to in-
clude the children of se-
nior public sector officials
who had earlier been ex-
cluded on the basis of their
parents’ annual salary in-
come being above the I8
lakh threshold.

The court said the fra-
mework to exclude the
creamy layer from the OBC
quota is clear that parental
income from salaries and
agricultural land are to be
kept out while applying the
income/wealth test.

A Bench of Justices P.S.
Narasimha and R. Mahade-
van was hearing an appeal
by the Union government
against lower court rulings
in favour of such OBC can-
didates. The cases arise
from confusion over how
to apply the income/
wealth test for OBC chil-
dren of PSU/PSB officials in
the absence of equivalence
with government posts,
and whether income from
salaries can be included in
these calculations. During
the hearings, OBC candi-
dates selected in civil ser-
vices examinations over
the past decade argued
that the Centre had incor-
rectly deemed them as
part of the excluded crea-
my layer by including the
salaries of their parents
who worked in Central and
State PSUs.

“Based on status’

In its March 11 judgment,
the court noted that the
creamy layer exclusion cri-
teria were “status-based
rather than purely income-
based, reflecting the policy
understanding that advan-
cement within the govern-
mental service hierarchy
denotes social progression
independent of fluctuating
salary levels”.

When the OBC quota
was introduced in 1993, a
guiding charter was creat-
ed to exclude OBC candi-
dates whose families had
accumulated certain social
and economic privileges
over the years, known as
the creamy layer.

This would then allow
reservation benefits only
for those declared as “non-
creamy layer” candidates,
based on several criteria,

The SC said the OBC creamy
layer exclusion criteria is
status-based.

including a crucial income
or wealth test.

The 1993 charter of the
Department of Personnel
and Training (DoPT) had
declared some OBC fami-
lies ineligible on the basis
of their occupations.

Thus, children of people
in constitutional posts, se-
nior Central and State go-
vernment employees,
members of the armed
forces, and property own-
ers supposedly could not
avail themselves of the
OBC quota for the civil ser-
vices.

However,
were carved out of these
exclusions: for instance,
children of MPs and MLAs;
government officials who
have been promoted, not
hired, into senior posi-
tions; and owners of unirri-
gated agricultural land,
among others, are all eligi-
ble for OBC quotas, subject
to a parental annual in-
come limit of 38 lakh.

However, the DoPT has
differentiated in how this
income test is applied.
With the help of a clarifica-
tory letter issued in Octob-
er 2004, the interpretation
that has been applied was
that parental salaries could
be counted separately to
apply the income test for
determining the creamy
layer for candidates whose
parents worked in Central
or State PSUs, an interpre-
tation that was contested
in the present cases.

exceptions

‘Unequal treatment’
Delivering the judgment in
this batch of cases, the Su-
preme Court said, “Treat-
ing the children of those
employed in PSUs or priv-
ate employment, etc., as
being excluded from the
benefit of reservation only
on the basis of their in-
come derived from salar-
ies, and without reference
to their posts (whether
Group A or B, or Group C
or D) would certainly lead
to hostile discrimination
between parties who are
similarly placed and would
amount to equals being
treated unequally.”

13Mar. ‘Parental income alone cannot set creamy layer
status’

Hgd HTdT-fUdr &1 3ma § fpHt wrR o fRUfT ag 78 1
ST gHd

e Settling the decades-long confusion over how to calculate
wealth or income to determine the creamy layer status of OBC
candidates for reservation, the Supreme Court ruled this week that it
“cannot be decided solely on the basis of the [parental] income”.

3REUT & fog oBC SWigarl ! fopt dar fRufa Meifa &3 & fag
¢ TT T B! TTUAT B B! OIY, 3 6T R YT &6 ad ge, 39
g P = B A & 33 had [@d-dr 3] S euR
R R =78t fovan o gl

e This is likely to widen the reservation pool to include the
children of senior public sector officials who had earlier been
excluded on the basis of their parents’ annual salary income being
above the 8 lakh threshold.

T FUTAT 2 b STR&UT YaT T SRR ¢ STY 3R 39 aRg
A &7 ¥ fteTial & 5= wnfia g1, RO ugd 319 Ard-
@ I daT 3T I8 TR B! AT U AP 51 & YR TR FIER 34T
RIR IR

e The court said the framework to exclude the creamy layer
from the OBC quota is clear that parental income from salaries and
agricultural land are to be kept out while applying the income/wealth
test.

HI 3 Bl fh oBC Pier Y fpH duR & sER R ST T Wy § &
arar-far # 3, 918 98 A9 3 8 A HY Y, sme= wdteor ang
B THY STER @1 S 1R T

e A Bench of Justices P.S. Narasimha and R. Mahadevan was
hearing an appeal by the Union government against lower court
rulings in favour of such OBC candidates.
A P.S. TR 3R R. AT &1 89 T8 OBC IWHIGaR! & &
A gt srerad & Hadl & faas $g WReR o srfte g7 36t R

e The cases arise from confusion over how to apply the
income/wealth test for OBC children of PSU/PSB officials in the
absence of equivalence with government posts, and whether income
from salaries can be included in these calculations.

J A dd I@F gU OId PSU/PSB JferaTiNal & OBC &=l o forg
ST/ U&7 Y A1 forar SY, 39 IR T YW T, WIS o TRGR
TSl & FHFAT $I U B, 3R 78 f T a9 | 3ma &1 39
T3 § =t fahar S ebar B
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e During the hearings, OBC candidates selected in civil services examinations over the past
decade argued that the Centre had incorrectly deemed them as part of the excluded creamy
layer by including the salaries of their parents who worked in Central and State PSUs.
gdTs & oRH, o axre H fufae a1 wdien & Tafa oBc Iuflaart A de faan fs & 7
I Fortlt TR ¥ S8R fobT 1T UM o 0 H TTefd dlds © AT Hifh 390 37 Ardl-fd &

I I fovT 71T S g SR ITe9 PSUs B &1 3d 3|

‘Based on status’

fRufd & R T

e Inits March 11 judgment, the court noted that the creamy layer exclusion criteria were
“status-based rather than purely income-based, reflecting the policy understanding that
advancement within the governmental service hierarchy denotes social progression
independent of fluctuating salary levels”.

30 11 91 & Fofa &, 31 A e fovan fos fomedt dar afger amds fRufa-snuika 7 &

Had G-I, S 39 I B T B G1d & [ WHRI Tal UGHHH & I da- &R &
SAR-UETd | Tqa TS W o eiict g 1”

e When the OBC quota was introduced in 1993, a guiding charter was created to exclude OBC
candidates whose families had accumulated certain social and economic privileges over
the years, known as the creamy layer.

S 1993 H OBC el U1 fasa T, A U ARiaRIeh A1eR §H11 1 dlfdh 3 OBC IHIGaR]
&1 FTER o o o foridh IRERT = aul & $& araTiore iR e faRrarfire e s farg 2,
forg fortft AR T ST B

e This would then allow reservation benefits only for those declared as “non-creamy layer”
candidates, based on several criteria, including a crucial income or wealth test.

TP 91G DHad 3 SHIGAR] I AREOT AT fBrei o Ar-fopedt s =it fovan g,
F3 AMGS! & SMYR WR, o U Heayuf oma ar e uieror 2nfia g1

o The 1993 charter of the Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) had declared some
OBC families ineligible on the basis of their occupations.

HIfP 3R URN&OT FAHTT (DoPT) BT 1993 BT AR $S OBC URAR] Bl 376 HTHI &
YR TR 3ARY fNd BT ATl

e Thus, children of people in constitutional posts, senior Central and State government
employees, members of the armed forces, and property owners supposedly could not
avail themselves of the OBC quota for the civil services.
U UPR, HAUTD gl R 71T, IR et 3R o9 TP HHARI, I Tl & 9ad,
3R Tl ATt & 9 ST dR W fRifaa a1 & e oBC ®ieT &1 a8 @ I |

o However, exceptions were carved out of these exclusions: for instance, children of MPs and
MLAs; government officials who have been promoted, not hired, into senior positions; and
owners of unirrigated agricultural land, among others, are all eligible for OBC quotas,
subject to a parental annual income limit of ¥8 lakh.
BT, S AEWHRI U SfUATG ST TU: IETeRYT & (oY, Wiwg MR fAUrIs & 5=d; T WHRY
SHfErepRY oI gTaR -TEY afes uetad fovan a1 § 9y uel ; oiR sriifura iy yftr & wiferes,
3 & Ty, Tt oBC @YeT 3 fow ur &, S=idt Avar-fuar &t arffe sma Wi 28 T 71

o However, the DoPT has differentiated in how this income test is applied.
BTdifd, DoPT = g (e fha § fs Ig ST UI&IoT &8l AN bl offa 5 |

e With the help of a clarificatory letter issued in October 2004, the interpretation that has been
applied was that parental salaries could be counted separately to apply the income test for
determining the creamy layer for candidates whose parents worked in Central or State
PSUs, an interpretation that was contested in the present cases.
3FEER 2004 H TRT Ueh WFHRUI U $I Aeg I, AN $1 T ared Jg Jt 1 arar-fiar & aa=
@ ST Y T O YTl § Ak B AT I PSUs H HTH B arel ATT-fdT arel ITiear| &
forg fomft SR Fefia & & fore ema wdteror ar] fevar o, oY adam amal 3§ gAnd &

T3 ot
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‘Unequal treatment’

3T AT

Delivering the judgment in this batch of cases, the Supreme Court said, “Treating the
children of those employed in PSUs or private employment, etc., as being excluded from
the benefit of reservation only on the basis of their income derived from salaries, and
without reference to their posts (whether Group A or B, or Group C or D) would certainly
lead to hostile discrimination between parties who are similarly placed and would amount to
equals being treated unequally.”

U 99 & Amal | o g0 gU, gl S A Fgl, I A & Sl BI St PSUs T it
AR T SRR §, Had 370 da- & UG 3T & SR TR TREVT & Yy ¥ Sex =T, 3R
31 Ul 1 deY 9 1 (@16 YU A 91 B, a1 YU C a1 D) Ff¥d wu & w0 fRufa aret veff & o
AUt WeHTa U1 S 3R 39aT 31 BT o U= & 1Y SRIATH e {31 Sff et

&
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Women’s political participation in India

While the turnout of women voters has increased over the years, campaign participation still shows a clear gender gap. The disparity in Parliamentary

representation also remains wide, reflecting limited candidature, party nominations, and co:

FULL CONTEXT

ibha Attri
‘The story so far:
omen’s relationship with
electoral politics has
undergone a profound
transformation over the

past six decades. Women today vote in
numbers nearly equal to men, and in
several State elections, even surpass

them. Yet this remarkable rise in
participation has not translated
proportionately into representation or
power. The Indian case presents a striking
‘paradox: electoral inclusion without
structural equality.

‘Women as voters

In the decades after Independence,
electoral participation showed clear
gender disparities. Although women were
formally included in the electoral process,
their turnout remained significantly lower
than that of men. In the 1967 Lok Sabha
election, male turnout was 66.7 percent
‘while female turnout was 55.5 percent-a
gap of 11.2 percentage points (Chart 1).
Similar disparities continued into the
1970s. In 1971, the gap widened slightly to
11.8 points. These patterns reflected
structural constraints such as lower
female literacy, restricted mobility,
‘domestic responsibilities, and limited
political outreach to women.

From the 1980s onward, the gap began
to narrow steadily. By 2009 it had fallen
to 4.4 percentage points. The most
notable shift came in the last decade: in
2014 the gap dropped to 1.5 points, and in
both 2019 and 2024 women voted at
nearly the same rate as men.

Asimilar trend is evident in State
Assembly elections between 1990 and
2025 (Chart 2). In the early 1990s,
'WOmeN’s Voter turnout was on average
4-5 percentage points lower than that of
‘men. This gender gap narrowed steadily
through the 2000s, falling to -1.8
percentage points during the 2005-07
elections and to -1 percentage point by
2008-10.

After 2011, the pattern reversed.
‘Women began voting at slightly higher
rates than men, with the average turnout
gap turning positive at 1.13 percentage
points during 2011-13 and widening to
2.82 percentage points in 2015-16.
Although the margin moderated in
subsequent years, it remained positive at
1.6 percentage points during 2020-25.
‘Overall, the average gender turnout gap in
State Assembly elections from 1990 to
2025 shows a clear long-term
convergence, followed by a modest but
sustained advantage in women’s voter
participation.

Electoral participation beyond voting
‘While voter turnout has approached
parity, campaign-level participation
continues to show a clear gender gap
(Table 3). Across Lok Sabha elections
from 2009 to 2024, men consistently
report higher involvement in public
political activities.

Women'’s participation in campaign
activities has been gradually increasing,
though a clear gender gap persists.
Attendance at election meetings and
rallies rose from 9 percent in 2009 to
around 16 percent in recent elections,
‘while men’s participation has remained
roughly double.

Similar patterns are visible in
processions and door-to-door canvassing,
‘where women’s involvement increased

nstraints on political autonomy.

WIﬂdS Of Chan e Chart male and female candidates in Lok Sabha el (in%)
g Male (%) Bl Female (%)
The datafor the charts were sourced from the Women and
Politics study conducted by Lokniti-CSDS
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from about 5-6 percent to 11 percent, yet
still lagged behind men. These trends
suggest that while women are becoming
more visible in public political activities,
but they have limited engagement in
electoral campaigns.

A key factor limiting women’s public
political engagement is the need for
family permission. The Lokniti -CSDS
Survey on Women and Politics,
conducted in 2019, shows that most
women report requiring approval for
activities such as attending rallies,
candidate meetings, or campaigning.
These constraints highlight that gender
gaps in visible political participation are
shaped not only by interest or capability
but also by social and familial norms
(Table 4).

From participation to representation
If women have achieved parity as voters,
representation in Parliament tells a
different story.

In the first Lok Sabha in 1952, only 22
women were elected. For decades,
women’s representation fluctuated at
modest levels. Even in 1977, the number
dropped to 19. A visible shift began only
in the 21st century. The number of
women MPs rose from 59 in 2009 to 62 in
2014, and then to a historic high of 78 in
2019, before declining slightly to 74 in
2024 (Chart 5).

Yet even at its peak, women
constituted only about 14 percent of the
Lok Sabha—far below their near 50
percent share of the electorate.

The nomination bottleneck

elections. By 1996, that number had risen
sharply to 599. In recent elections, female
candidature has continued to
expand-668 women contested in 2014,
726 in 2019, and 800 in 2024 (Chart 6).
However, these numbers must be viewed
in context: male candidates still number
in the thousands. Women remain a small
minority among the total contestants.

Political parties often justify limited
nominations by arguing that women are
less “electable.” Yet success rate data
complicates this claim. In 1957, 49 percent
of women candidates won compared to
33 percent of men (Chart 7). In 1962,
women’s success rate was 47 percent
against 25 percent for men. Even in recent
elections, women’s success rates are
comparable or slightly higher: in 2019, 11
percent of women candidates won,
compared to 6 percent of men. In 2024,
the success rates were 9 percent for
women and 6 percent for men. These
figures indicate that when women are
given tickets, they are capable of winning.

and political i

‘Women’s underrepresentation in
legislatures reflects not only limited
candidature and party nominations but
also constraints on political autenomy
and socialisation. While women now vote
at near-parity with men, their decisions
are not always independent. In 2014, 51
percent reported voting without advice, a
figure that slightly declined to 50 percent
by 2024.

‘These patterns are also reflected in
women s attitudes toward political

The representational gap becomes clearer
when examining candidature. In 1957,
only 45 women contested parliamentary

within the family. A majority of
women (52 percent) consider it important
to share the same political views as their
family (Chart 8)

Beyond family and social constraints,
women also face systemic obstacles
within political institutions. Many
perceive that political opportunities are
not equally accessible. Data from the
Lokniti-CSDS study on women and
politics show that 58 percent of women
believe it is easier for a woman from a
political family to enter politics, while 57
percent feel that women from higher
economic backgrounds have an
advantage. Nearly half (44 percent) think
that political parties prefer men when
allocating tickets, and a similar
proportion believe that voters favour male
candidates over female (Table 9).

Structural and social barriers

When asked about the broader challenges
that shape women’s political
participation, women pointed to a range
of structural and social factors.
Patriarchal structures are the biggest
obstacle, cited by 22 percent of women,
followed by household responsibilities (13
percent) and individual-level constraints
such as lack of confidence, awareness or
experience (12 percent). Cultural norms (7
percent) and financial or structural
constraints (6 percent) were also reported
(Table 10).

‘While women now vote at near-parity,
true power and representation remain
limited. The passage of the Women’s
Reservation Bill provides a structural path
to bridge this gap, but the challenge
remains to ensure that women’s
participation translates into real authority
and decision-making.

(Sanjay Kumar is a Professor and Political
Analyst. Vibha Attri is a Researcher
working with Lokniti-CSDS. Views
expressed by the authors are personal.)

THE GIST

v

Post Independence, electoral
participation showed clear
gender disparities. Although
women were formally included
in the electoral process, their
turnout remained lower than
that of men. From the 1980s
onward, the gap began to
narrow.

v

While voter turnout has
approached parity,
campaign-level participation
continues to show a gender
gap. Across Lok Sabha
elections from 2009 to 2024,
men report higher involvement
in public political activities.

v

Representational gap in
Parliament and State
legislatures is prominent.
Beyond family and social
constraints, women also face
systemic obstacles, with many
perceiving that political
opportunities are not equally
accessible.

13Mar. Women'’s political participation in India

YRd ¥ Afgarsi $ Ieifae yrfig™

o Women'’s relationship with electoral politics has undergone a profound transformation over
the past six decades.

e o8 grre! A AT Iefa & a1y afgersy & Tay o wev uRad S g

e Women today vote in numbers nearly equal to men, and in several State elections even

surpass them.
3T AfRATE TEE & TTHIT SRTaR H&AT W Hag Hdl 8, 3R Fs s gATal A 99 3ifiew
HAGH Bl

e Yet this remarkable rise in participation has not translated proportionately into

representation or power.

R ot urfiert o 59 Seaa-ig gfe &1 ufaf=iftre ar g & ¥ U § 3rdTe 781 gon gl
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The Indian case presents a striking paradox: electoral inclusion without structural
equality.

YR U T TF fORIeTHRT TRgd et 8 AT T & faAT g=mdt qumas=|

Women as voters

HAaerdl & U H Afgand

In the decades after Independence, electoral participation showed clear gender disparities.

TWAFAdT & d1¢ b GBI A A HiileR H Ty AR sraamars foams &t off|

Although women were formally included in the electoral process, their turnout remained
significantly lower than that of men.

gTaiter Afgarsh I U= U J gATdt ufshar & wnfdre fsar mar, i 1ft 3761 Aae
U= Toul Bt gaTT | BTHT HH 33T

In the 1967 Lok Sabha election, male turnout was 66.7 percent while female turnout was
55.5 percent.

1967 & AHAUT TG § T3 TG 66.7 HIARId 4T Sa(dh Alge AdaM 55.5 U= |
This represented a gap of 11.2 percentage points.

g 11.2 Ufa=Td 3ih T 3iar Ul

Similar disparities continued into the 1970s.

Tt BT SraTd 1970 & &%1@ § o SIRT <@

In 1971, the gap widened slightly to 11.8 percentage points.

1971 ¥ I8 3R UrST dgdhx 11.8 Uf=Id 3id 8l T

These patterns reflected structural constraints such as lower female literacy, restricted
mobillty domestic responsibilities, and limited political outreach to women.

3 ygfdl SIS aruTsit o1 qurid] of o Afgeret #1  wrarar, Wi wfofie,
W fordeiar ok ufgens 9 Wiftra Teifos uga
From the 1980s onward, the gap began to narrow steadily.
1980 ¥ GNP H q1G TF AR TR FAE 7T
By 2009, it had fallen to 4.4 percentage points.
2009 TP Jg I<HR 4.4 UII=Ia 3idh 35 T
The most notable shift came in the last decade.
Y I seard fred e d ol
In 2014, the gap dropped to 1.5 percentage points.
2014 H I8 3R gcHhR 1.5 Uia=Ta 3 I8 T
In both 2019 and 2024, women voted at nearly the same rate as men.
2019 3 2024 ! G H AfgATST = TTYT GHHI & SRTER A (o3|
A similar trend is evident in State Assembly elections between 1990 and 2025.

0 UPR B gy 1090 | 2025 & St e FyergqHT gaTar 7 off g e 2

In the early 1990s, women'’s voter turnout was on average 4-5 percentage points lower
than men.

1990 & YF3AT aul & Afgarsit &1 AdgH Ufa=rd Sia= Toul | 4-5 Ufa=ra ofw &4 oIl
This gender gap narrowed steadily through the 2000s.

g dfifd 3R 2000 & P B WITAR HH §oT|

During the 2005-07 elections, it fell to —1.8 percentage points.

2005-07 & FATAl & SR U8 YTH —1.8 Ufa=Ia 3 I8 77|

By 2008-10, it further reduced to —1 percentage point.

2008-10 T TG 3R TTHR —1 Ufa=Id 3ieh 8 |

After 2011, the pattern reversed.

2011 & TG Ig Ughi 3dc T

Women began voting at slightly higher rates than men.

HRATE qou Bt gar # UL 3t & | Hag B |

The average turnout gap turned positive at 1.13 percentage points during 2011-13.
2011~13 % GRM 3Td AAGH 3fcR 1.13 HTA=Id 3% THRIED 81 T

It widened to 2.82 percentage points during 2015-16.

g 2015-16 H Sg@R 2.82 Ufa=Id si® 81 T
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Although the margin moderated in subsequent years, it remained positive at 1.6 percentage
points during 2020-25.

gTaiier ST auf § g 3ick $© B g3, bRt 202025 F SRM T8 1.6 Ufard 3w
YhRTHD el |

Overall, the average gender turnout gap in State Assembly elections from 1990 to 2025
shows a clear long-term convergence.

gg%m% 1990 | 2025 % I fyUraTHT gATal § dfies Adem iR S i sifieRur
|

This convergence was followed by a modest but sustained advantage in women’s voter
participation.

& d1c Afgansi @Y Aagrar HRTeR # Angel afe wirht gga 35t 1)

Electoral participation beyond voting

Hae ¥ MY grd Writer

While voter turnout has approached parity, campaign-level participation continues to
show a clear gender gap (Table 3).

gTaites AaGTdT WG UT=Td T TGl 0 Ugd 1 &, b ft gt Siframt wR ot
Yrfierdt & Wy Affre Siar ST g3 g (Table 3)1

Across Lok Sabha elections from 2009 to 2024, men consistently report higher
involvement in public political activities.

2009 ¥ 2024 TH & AHTUT ATAI T TIN &1 Jrdeif-iab Ier-ifad Afafafery & yrfier
TR 31 R |

Women'’s participation in campaign activities has been gradually increasing, though a
clear gender gap persists.

AT ST nfafaftmay & afearett F urfier - div 9g 3 8, ofe @y afte iR
3ft Mt s g B

Attendance at election meetings and rallies rose from 9 percent in 2009 to around 16
percent in recent elections.

%ﬂn?;maﬁ SR ¥ferat & IufRUfY 2009 # 9 uferwra I sgHR 81 & FAGH H TIHT 16 Ufara
|

Men'’s participation has remained roughly double.

758 Bt YRfiGRY 3t off TRTMRT SRE o1 8% 2

Similar patterns are visible in processions and door-to-door canvassing.

U UHR & e Jaat iR IR-1R aR § o f3@rs <a €

Women’s involvement increased from about 5-6 percent to 11 percent.
Tigarsii & HFfeR TTHAT 5-6 Ufa=Ta ¥ dgH 11 Ufa=d 81 15|

Yet it still lagged behind men.

i ot 78 goul & 0t g1 38

These trends suggest that women are becoming more visible in public political activities.
3 ygfr i € for afeamt Ardwfae Irerifae afafaftral & sitre fears 39 @it €1
But they still have limited engagement in electoral campaigns.

AP AT SR A I URfter enft oft R 2

A key factor limiting women’s public political engagement is the need for family
permission.

Afgaen & Ardelf-d IeTiTad YRIGRT B WiHd S arel U T HRU URGR B
SHfA B} ATaTgFaT g |

The Lokniti—-CSDS Survey on Women and Politics (2019) shows that most women require
approval for attending rallies, candidate meetings, or campaigning.

APpfa-CSDS & (2019)%313141? i Afgarsii &1 ¥feral, SRNgar] @1 do! ar
TAR # YR A & g argfa &1 smazaedr Sl g |

These constraints highlight that gender gaps in visible political participation are shaped by
social and familial norms (Table 4).

3 1T el § b fezars 37 areht Iorifae yriiert # dffre siar et Sy ar emrar ¥ &t
s AT 3R UTRae ards! § +f uH1fdd €11 ? (Table 4)1
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From participation to representation
GEd

¢ |f women have achieved parity as voters, representation in Parliament tells a different
story.
gfe; AR AaeTar & U § THIT U $R ga! 5, ) GG B Ui Ud e HgTit
CLIGI]
o Inthefirst Lok Sabhain 1952, only 22 women were elected.
1952 P Ugel AHaUT § FHad 22 afgen fatfa g3 o
e For decades, women’s representation fluctuated at modest levels.
@ dp Afgarstl &1 uidHa e WR 1R SaR-9a &l @l
e Evenin 1977, the number dropped to 19.
1977 ¥ U8 YT 9CHR 19 T TR |
e A visible shift began only in the 21st century.
Wy uRkad dad 214 Tt 7 fears <1 T gl
e The number of women MPs rose from 59 in 2009 to 62 in 2014.
AR Iie) o BT 2009 H 59 ¥ TGHR 2014 W 62 B TS |
e |t then reached a historic high of 78 in 2019.
P §1¢ 2019 H 78 &1 UfrgTiues 3w W U gl
e The number declined slightly to 74 in 2024 (Chart 5).
TGP 91G 2024 § T AIS GePHR 74 I8 TS (Chart 5)|
e Even at its peak, women constituted only about 14 percent of the Lok Sabha.

3T IFTH TR R Y AT SSHHT BT Hadl T+ 14 Ufa=rd ot off|

e This is far below their nearly 50 percent share of the electorate.

g 31 AagTarsii & TTHAT 50 yferd A J sgd sH g

The.nomination bottleneck
ATHIG B YT

e The representational gap becomes clearer when examining candidature.
iR @1 3ick SHiigar &1 fIzawo #3 1R 3R Wy gl Wil 2|
e |n 1957, only 45 women contested parliamentary elections.
1957 H &dd 45 Afgarsii & W g-1a @S
e By 1996, the number had risen sharply to 599.
1996 P UG T-AT I¢hR 599 Bl TR |
e Female candidature has continued to expand in recent elections.
BT & gAral B Afgemsi @ Sufigar) @mar 9gdt 8 3|
e 668 women contested in 2014.
2014 ¥ 668 Afg@Taii 7 IH1T A1
e 726 women contested in 2019.
2019 ¥ 726 Afgensii 7 gAG Tl
e 800 women contested in 2024 (Chart 6).
2024 ¥ 800 Afg@Taii 7 TG TST (Chart 6)
o However, male candidates still number in the thousands.
R 1t g3 Iufiear) &t e geiRl | ]
e Women remain a small minority among total contestants.
aiRart oot SHiearR) # ot 1ft BleT SreRier® TE
e Political parties often justify limited nominations by claiming women are less “electable.”
oI Ga SRR YN fede G & T8 HEHR 3fad 38R1d § (& AfGATd HH “electable” § |
e However, success rate data challenges this claim.
Afh BT R F ATHS 39 I B AT & g
e In 1957, 49 percent of women candidates won compared to 33 percent of men (Chart 7).

1957 H 49 yfa=ra afgar Sufigar Siidl, STafd Tou & Thadr ax 33 wfa=rd &t (Chart 7)1
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e In 1962, women’s success rate was 47 percent compared to 25 percent for men.
1962 T Afgeall ot hardl &) 47 ufer=rd ot Safd gol o 25 wfa=ma|
e Even in recent elections, women’s success rates remain comparable or slightly higher.
B & gAral B ot Higarsfi &t TadT e FHT a1 ISt Siftre 8 7
e |n 2019, 11 percent of women candidates won compared to 6 percent of men.
2019 ¥ 11 yfa=ra afgen Iufigar i, safe goui 4 a5 6 ufa=ra o1l
e |n 2024, the success rates were 9 percent for women and 6 percent for men.
2024 T Aol &R Afgarsit ¥ g o ufoxra 3 gl & fore 6 wia=ra &t
e These figures indicate that when women are given tickets, they are capable of winning.

3 3ffeps axid § fob oI wfgamall # fewve faar srar @ ot A Sfta & e gt &

Autonomy and political socialisation

TATGIdT 3R IS e THTSIR T

o Women’s underrepresentation in legislatures reflects not only limited candidature and
party nominations but also constraints on political autonomy and socialisation.

st # wfgansii &1 $w ufafifira Fao Aftra Iwfiears iR urdt amie= &1 uikoms
T8l §, sfcp IeT-ifae Taramar iR JHTSHeR0r W ufdas} of off axiar g1

e While women now vote at near-parity with men, their decisions are not always
independent.

ﬁmmww*mwwm Bl ©, AfhT I 0T gHe Taad T8
|

e |n 2014, 51 percent reported voting without advice.
2014 H 51 yfa=ra Afgarsit A garn fé 3= fo=r Jarg & daaqrH fdhar

e This flgure slightly declined to 50 percent by 2024.
g I ST 2024 TP YTH 50 UFer=Td 3§ 1

e These patterns are also reflected in women’s attitudes toward political alignment within
the family.
3 e uRaR & iR Ier-ifae faar) & aniere & gfa afgarsit & e & o e 3
gl

¢ A majority of women (52 percent) consider it important to share the same political views as
their family (Chart 8).

3BT AfGAE (52 UF=Td) I8 Al & fob URYAR & HTY A IS f=TR |TE ST
HEqul § (Chart 8)|

¢ Beyond family and social constraints, women also face systemic obstacles within
political institutions.

UfRaR 3R AHIIS arursii & Sfamar Aigamd Aer-itaed ST & Waw W yomeia
TS HT T Bl & |

e Many perceive that political opportunities are not equally accessible.
B3 Tleesl BT AT E & T SaaR TaH &4 A Iuas T8l 8|

e Data from the Lokniti-CSDS study on women and politics show that 58 percent of
women believe it is easier for a woman from a political family to enter politics.

Tfgarsit $iv Ieifa R Ad-ifa-csDs reaaq & Hidel & IR 58 ufa=rd afgens
A & o et ufkar | 3= arelt afgar & fig Teeifa § ya=1 S S giar g
e 57 percent feel that women from higher economic backgrounds have an advantage.
57 far=rd &1 A § & 3= enfife ggyfty ot ufgenait &t ary frear 21
e Nearly 44 percent think that political parties prefer men when allocating tickets.
gnwmuﬁmamum%ﬁ?ﬁwﬁw%mﬂﬁmaﬁgvﬁaﬁmm%ﬁ
I
o A similar proportion believe that voters favour male candidates over female (Table 9).
T I 5 THT &1 AT § fs Hergrar Afgen Sufiear] @ ga-n § 7oy Iufiqar! &t
wrfirear 3d § (Table 9)1
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S.tructural and social barriersw
HITATHD &ﬁT'\EI'I'HTﬁﬁ?ETﬂTE

When asked about the broader challenges shaping women’s political participation, women
pointed to multiple structural and social factors.

o Afgarsl @t Ieifae URTeRt &1 wHIfad $HR are aue gAtadl & aR § g@1 T/,

Afgeal 3 ® GIATHS 3R THINIS PRSI o1 3R Jobd b

Patriarchal structures were identified as the biggest obstacle, cited by 22 percent of

women.

TS TREATE 9o §1 9147 AT 718, 5 22 ufawra wfgarsi 7 Swifad fearn|

This was followed by household responsibilities (13 percent).

4% 91 T orAerRar (13 wfa=r) e arer &

Individual-level constraints such as lack of confidence, awareness or experience were

cited by 12 percent.

AT TR B TS O ATATAYTE, TRRSHAl AT ATHT B HHY B 12 uferra afgansit 3

ATl

Cultural norms (7 percent) were also reported as barriers.

Hipia® AT (7 iazra) &1t s1e1 & =0 o Farm T

Financial or structural constraints (6 percent) were also mentioned (Table 10).

farita a1 ST S1uTd (6 ufarerd) i 9aiE T (Table 10)

While women now vote at near-parity, true power and representation remain limited.

Tl AfSATE 31d TTHIT HH WiR R HaeH Bt g, b oft areafae =ifaa ok ufafafia

R

The passage of the Women’s Reservation Bill provides a structural path to bridge this

gap.

g%mm&mﬁﬁwmmﬁmiﬂmwamaﬁmaﬂﬁmwww AT UGH Sl
I

However, the challenge remains to ensure that women’s participation translates into real

authority and decision-making

ﬁﬂlﬁﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁ@é%%ﬂ%ﬁaﬁaﬁmmaﬁwaﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
# yfafda gt
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Is India tailing the U.S. in its West Asia policy?

T YR ufsH R e & sfReT ST SwRr #3 @182
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Is India tailing the U.S. in its West Asia policy?
puas

I PARLEY I

major war has erupted in West Asia,
with Israel, the U.S., and Iran locked
in direct conflict. Indian Prime

Minister Narendra Modi visited Israel
just before the country, along with the U.S.,
attacked Iran. India has not condemned the
killing of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. Meanwhile,
the war has resulted in rising energy prices,
economic risks, and put at risk the safety of
hundreds of thousands of Indian families in the
region. Is India tailing the U.S. in its West Asia
policy? Talmiz Ahmad and Kabir Taneja discuss
this question in a conversation moderated by
Smriti Sudesh. Edited excerpts:

How is India’s response to the Israel-U.S.-Iran
war affecting its energy, economy, and
citizens’ safety?

‘Talmiz Ahmad: Given India’s long-term stakes
in regional peace, energy security, trade,
investment, connectivity projects, and the
welfare of 10 million Indians in the region, the
government’s approach has been surprisingly
detached.

Developments over the past two years,
including Hamas attacks on Israel, a two-year
war killing 72,000 people, and Israeli and U.S.
strikes on Iran, should have demanded urgent
attention. India could have played a central role
in urging restraint, but its response was
half-hearted. Our External Affairs Minister S.
Jaishankar did have one meeting with the GCC
Foreign Ministers and also one meeting in
January with the Arab League Foreign Ministers.
But the sense of urgency and the sense that we
have a collective view with regard to regional
security, none of that appears to have emerged.

And, Mr. Modi’s visit to Israel just before the
conflict sent signals of affiliation. In moments of
significant strategic churn, we do not take sides.
You should keep your options open.

Iranian drones and missiles have struck Gulf
territories. They have actively intercepted
hese th but h: B t

plicitly
direct military participation in the war. How
sustainable is this stance?

Kabir Taneja: Most Gulf countries are currently
framing their actions as purely defensive. They
seem to be very careful not to use terminology
such as “war” or indicate any offensive position
they want to take. They have made it very clear
that they are only taking down projectiles that
have been launched against them. However,
cracks are emerging in their air defences.

If they shift to an offensive posture and strike
targets in Iran, they would be seen as joining

with his Israeli Benjamin

s conf February 26. AP

Israel and the U.S. against Iran. That is not
something that is going to be palatable in the
long term for the Gulf countries themselves.

If this conflict prolongs in the manner in
which it is continuing right now, it will become
unsustainable for them to react in the way they
are currently reacting. They could face
shortages of air defences if such attacks persist
for a continuous period.

Modi’s Israel visit occurred just before the
Jjoint Israeli-U.S. strikes, and India has not

e®

Most Gulf countries are currently framing
their actions as purely defensive. They seem
to be very careful not to use terminology
such as ‘war’ or indicate any offensive
position they want to take

KABIR TANEJA

it is somewhat perplexing that India has not
been able to use certain terms such as
“protection of sovereignty” and similar language
when discussing what has taken place in Iran,
including the assassination of Khamenei. There
have been top-level conversations. Also, Mr.
Jaishankar alluded to the fact that there have
been difficulties in reaching President Masoud
Pezeshkian as well. At present, it is very
muddled.

To what extent does the U.S. influence India’s
policy towards West Asia?

TA: Beyond the already complex state of global
affairs, we now face a significant source of
dictability and

d the killing of Does
this indicate that India is taking a side?

TA: Mr. Modi’s visit to Israel and his warm
engagement with the Prime Minister of Israel,
Benjamin Netanyahu, and his speech at the
Knesset, indicate that Mr. Modi followed his
heart. He believed that Israel needs India now.
You could also argue that this emotional
bonding with Israel could be justified on
security and strategic grounds. Israel, at the end
of the day, is a major supplier of security-related
technology and defence equipment to us.

However, strategic ambiguity can sometimes
serve national interests better than openly
signalling a one-sided affiliation on the eve of
conflict.

India’s relationship with Iran has historically
been friendly. But as Tehran faces sustained
air strikes, New Delhi has maintained
silence. What does it say about the current
state of India-Iran ties?

KT: Many believe India’s bilateral trade with Iran
seems limited beyond oil and the Chabahar Port
project, making it appear that economic ties are
mainly transactional.

From an Indian point of view, our relationship
with Iran is strategically very critical because of
the work that we can do with them on issues
such as Pakistan and Afghanistan, and now of
course with connectivity to Central Asia and the
South Caucasus. Given this strategic significance,

in the persona
of U.S. President Donald Trump. He has allowed
himself to be manipulated by Mr. Netanyahu.

Itis in this background that we have to
evaluate how India has dealt with the region and
the U.S. President. Mr. Modi engaged with Mr.
Trump in February, believing that he could pick
up where he left off at the end of Mr. Trump’s
first term. Several things went wrong.

First, he imposed huge tariffs upon us. Then
we had the issue of penal tariffs relating to
Russian oil sales. Then we had to negotiate the
FTA, which by most accounts turned out to be
quite one-sided.

Mr. Trump also expected India to publicly
credit him for ‘brokering’ the India-Pakistan
ceasefire. | suspect in his heart of hearts, he
believes that the Nobel Prize denied to him is
largely on account of India not giving him the
plaudits that he felt he deserved. And that has
made him hostile to India and to Mr. Modi.

When Mr. Modi told the Finnish Presi
that “war does not solve anything”, that
message should have been conveyed in
Washington and Tel Aviv as well. Besides the
murder of large numbers of civilians, which has
now become an Israeli habit, they have created a
very serious crisis: energy crisis, economic crisis
and threats to the life and livelihood of millions
of our people.

What is the current outlook for the
India-Middle East-Europe Economic
Corridor (IMEC)?

13Mar. Is India tailing the U.S. in its West Asia policy?

T YR ufy efRmr Aifa & sk &1 sgarvr &3 8187

e A major war has erupted in West Asia, with Israel, the U.S., and Iran locked in direct
conflict.

?Wﬁwmw%w%ﬁvﬁm,@ﬁmﬁv%ﬁﬁ#ﬁﬁm
|

U.S,, attacked Iran.
YRAT YT TR % HId) A SoR1SH &1 SRT fhan, 3l ST uga oid St & 1y
firar: geRTSa A 19 WR gHa foar|

YRAA

India has not condemned the killing of Ayatollah Ali Khamenei.

ST 3ell WTAAS B gl 31 fHgr 181 31 2|

Meanwhile, the war has resulted in rising energy prices and economic risks.

3 9 39 g & BRU Hell SIAd! § gig 3R e sifaw s¢ Tu g

region.
3T &7 § 7@ a1 ArE] HRATg URaR) &1 qRe o) oft @y # s1a fean @1
e The question arises: Is India tailing the U.S. in its West Asia policy?
g Uy 331 & fo o WRe ufdr uikmn ifa & sfifvet &1 srgaRur #8182

e This issue was discussed by Talmiz Ahmad and Kabir Taneja, in a conversation moderated
by Smriti Sudesh.

T e, R aaHIe 3rgWg 3R HalR a9 = 7=t &Y, e Sara wyfa ges = fan

Energy, economy and citizens’ safety

Srott, AYARAT 3R ARSI Bt &
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KT: It has not really moved forward since it was
announced. The October 7 Hamas terror attack
against Israel was a fundamental institutional
blow to IMEC. Prior to that, there was some
positivity about at least beginning discussions on
how it could be constructed as a trade corridor.
But since the Gaza crisis, it has been almost
completely absent from government agendas. It
continues to be discussed in Track-Two
dialogues and research circles, but at the
government level, there is no one particularly
keen on pushing that project forward right now.
With the current crisis taking place, it has been
pushed even further to the back of everyone's
mind. From an academic point of view, it is easy
to draw lines across countries and say a corridor
can run through here or there. But if capital and
business are not interested in using it, there is
no point. Right now, we are seeing a level of
instability in the Gulf that we have not witnessed
inalong time.

As far as IMEC is concerned, it is definitely on
the back burner at this point of time.

‘What is your overall assessment of the
trajectory of this war?

TA: Talking about the regional scenario after the
war is difficult at this stage. My hope is that they
are able to bring a ceasefire into play very soon.

In conflicts like this, the Americans may need
to intervene to end the fighting. Unlike post-9/11
U.S. interventions, there is no immediate crisis
now, and Iran's weapons programme shows no
evidence of revival. Then what is this war about?

Mr. Trump had encouraged a dialogue with
the Iranians. They had three rounds of dialogue.
There is every evidence that Iran’s approach was
extraordinarily constructive. But despite this,
Mr. Trump went to war.

The future of Israel is uncertain because it is
connected with the fortunes of Mr. Netanyahu.
He has always put his personal fortunes ahead of
the national interest. It remains to be seen what
the attitude of the Israeli people is, whether they
are in a forgiving mood and uphold him as ‘Mr.
Security’ once again.

West Asia lacks a platform for serious security
discussions. Track-two dialogues should pave
the way for 1.5-level engagement, eventually
leading to government-to-government talks.
India, China, Russia, Indonesia, Malaysia, and
Vietnam can play a significant role if they
assume responsibility for facilitating
constructive dialogue.

2 o
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Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi visited Israel just before the country, along with the
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Talmiz Ahmad stated that given India’s long-term stakes in regional peace, energy
security, trade, investment and connectivity projects, the government’s approach has
been surprisingly detached.

Tad 3gT & SIuR & wifa, et JRem, samuR, fawr ok wud ufeaierei & uRd
& eI fRdl 3! TTd §U WDR BT VDI Medei-p 9 A SR @I 2|

India also has to consider the welfare of 10 million Indians living in the region.
YR B! & H Ig4 a1ad aHT 10 Fafers WReal & weamor iR o &g ¢A1 a1 e
Developments over the past two years include Hamas attacks on Israel.

fUza S a6t &) gersil ¥ gAY gIRT SoRISd R gHaT XA 7

There has also been a two-year war killing 72,000 people.

TG 1Y &1 a9l | I I8 J& A 72,000 AR B GG &3 ¢ |

Additionally, there have been Israeli and U.S. strikes on Iran.

TP SATAT SIRTSA MR SANDT gRT A W g0t o gU 5l

These developments should have demanded urgent attention from India.

S g1 Bl UIRA I dhTd ST ¢ DI ATazadHar A

India could have played a central role in urging restraint.

YRT TG B U B | g YT frur awar o1

However, its response was described as half-hearted.

b1 ST ufafdsar o1 STUT-SIERT ST T |

India’s External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar held one meeting with GCC Foreign
Ministers.

YRA & A= w3 Ta. =i 7 Gec & fad=r 4hr & w1y us 869 &1

He also had one meeting in January with the Arab League Foreign Ministers.

S5 Tt § 3RE T & fad=r Wil & |y f U dew ol

However, the sense of urgency and a collective regional security view did not emerge.
Qfh ThTerar DI UTTT 3R & JRET W Afed eRH v arms =gt e

Mr. Modi’s visit to Israel just before the conflict sent signals of affiliation.

I8 § S U AISI Pt SRS ITAT A HGdl & HPbd 1T

During moments of significant strategic churn, countries usually avoid taking sides.
Heayul IuHifae uada & THY, <1 AR TR fadt uet &1 0l #39 d 99d |

Countries are expected to keep their options open.

=1 ¥ 310 1 e 8 fob 9 3 faeped gt 7|

Gulf countries’ defensive stance

@S T P e fRUfY

Iranian drones and missiles have struck Gulf territories.

3 S 3R fArarga 3 @rSt & & = a9 g |

These countries have actively intercepted these threats.

3 <20 A 39 Wkl B "fhy U | A BT 4Ty fHar g1

However, they have explicitly ruled out direct military participation in the war.
Qe I g W wuer =7 Urfier @ Wy U A 390K fFar gl

According to Kabir Taneja, most Gulf countries frame their actions as purely defensive.
wm&mmmwmmﬁwmvmm%

They avoid using terms such as “war” or offensive posture.

d T T SATehTHS R SR Wa! BT ITANT HA ¥ §9d ¢ |

They emphasise that they are only intercepting projectiles launched against them.
339 W SR 24 & [ I Pad 3= fFae Rl e Neiaesd & AP I8 2
However, cracks are emerging in their air defence systems.

AT ST g X& YU § SEsiial s 29 @i &)

If Gulf countries shift to an offensive posture and strike targets in Iran, they would be
seen as joining Israel and the U.S. against Iran.

IS WISt S ATPTHP TW@ SYATHR 7 TR THAT P &, dl 31 331 & (AP SRS
3R AT & [Ty A AT ST
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Such a move would not be palatable for Gulf countries in the long term.

U $HeH diadTa d WIS! 3= & fog werd =gt ghm

If the conflict continues for a prolonged period, their current defensive strategy may
become unsustainable.

gfe g oy @a IHY 9 SR} TgdT 8, @l S9! IdHM &S UM SIfRR 8 IPel 2

They could even face shortages of air defence systems if attacks continue.

Ife e SIRY X8d B, dl I a1 81T ToTieral &Y St 1 I 31 US Thall B

Modi’s Israel visit and India’s West Asia policy

I B IoRTSE AT 3R YR 31 Ui ik ifa

Modi’s Israel visit occurred just before the joint Israeli-U.S. strikes, and India has not
condemned the killing of Khamenei.

T B} SRS AT WYF ITRTSA-SANDT el A S Ugd §3, 3R URd A TTaAs $t
maﬁﬁa’rﬂtﬂaﬂ%l

Does this indicate that India is taking a side?

1 I8 Yobd <1 & fb HRd forell s uef &1 quda HR |1 82

Talmiz Ahmad’s view

TAHIS 3IgHG BT B

Mr. Modi’s visit to Israel and his warm engagement with the Prime Minister of Israel,
Benjamin Netanyahu, indicate that Mr. Modi followed his heart.

SORTS UTHT 3R SORTSA &b WUTAHAT S Aq-a1g & 91y 3! THen=h y$
qradid ¥ Hovd AT § [ HidY A HTa-ITeT® e ®ior sramimar|
He believed that Israel needs India now.
32 T fob SOIRTSH ®1 59 JHY YRd DI ATaGHAT 8|
This emotional bonding with Israel could also be justified on security and strategic
grounds.
TORTEA & 1Y Tg HIaTHS Tae JRET 3R Iuifaes Hron & off IRa Sg-rn o 9o g1
Israel is a major supplier of security-related technology and defence equipment to
India.
TORTSE URA B! GRET dB-1P 3N T&T STDHRUN BT Teh YU MYfeidpi ¢ |
However, strategic ambiguity can sometimes serve national interests better.
dfe Torifae sreqgar sl Tty fydl 31 dgar & B GFdl B |
This is especially true instead of openly signalling a one-sided affiliation on the eve of
conflict.

Ry wad & St uga fdt v uet &1 gar 9udq w1 & a9g|

India—Iran relations
YRA-$H Yy

India’s reIatlonshlp with Iran has historically been friendly.

YR 3R 3 & Hey Yaeriie wu @ fEargei @ 8

However, as Tehran faces sustained air strikes, New Delhi has maintained silence.
memmwmmmm% a9 % fewelt A guft AT v 21
Many believe India’s bilateral trade with Iran is limited beyond oil and the Chabahar Port
project.

s AR BT T § b 34 & 1Y WRd o1 fgushia AR ad ok a1aeR de=g
UfRIeT & S i 7

This makes it appear that economic ties are mainly transactional.

O U1 Ul g § % enfife way gera: a9-3+ SnutRa 7

However, from India’s perspective, the relationship with Iran is strategically critical.

AP URA & =PI Y [ P [IY oY FWHIAP U T rcdid Agayui 8 |
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This includes cooperation on issues related to Pakistan and Afghanistan.

¥ UTfear SR SBITRA | oS He| W I A 2

It also includes connectivity with Central Asia and the South Caucasus.

3T Y A TR 3R Sférr S1H2y & I1Y Judh +f I 8|

Given this strategic significance, India’s silence has been described as perplexing.

2 IUTHa® A8 &1 ¢d §U HR & Juit Pl STSAHRT S 1T g |

India has not used terms such as “protection of sovereignty” while discussing the events in
Iran.

YRA A SH Bt ge1sfl IR I8 Hrd THT “TUYAT B T&T O ea! o1 SuanT Hf 78t faam|
This includes the assassination of Khamenei.

390 @S 9 gar o e gl

There have been top-level conversations between the two countries.

HI 3 & o S Wk @ aradia o g8 3

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar mentioned difficulties in reaching President
Masoud Pezeshkian.

fac #=it TH. SaRieT A Tyl AYg TRRea @ dus Hed | $feArsal o1 Secia fan|
At present, the situation remains very muddled.

A § FRufa 1wt Ry ok Sasft gg

U.S. influence on India’s West Asia policy

YRd ot ufyw glRmr e w smfivet v

The current global situation already involves complex geopolitical dynamics.

A dfye Rufa o ugd @ € wifed y-Ieifae uffRufemt diee 71

Another factor is the unpredictability of U.S. President Donald Trump.

T% 3 HRS AN AFUfa SiHTes ¢U 3 SHfAf¥aar 3

It is argued that Trump allowed himself to be influenced by Netanyahu.

gg b fedn STl g foh U Aa=arg & yuTa | 31 Ty

In February, Mr. Modi engaged with Mr. Trump, hoping to continue the relationship from
Trump’s first term.

WAl # HIdt A €U | GAThTd $t, I8 SHIG HRd gU [ ¢U & Ugd PRIBTd & daei Bl
3T STAT T b |

However, several issues arose afterward.

QA 3P TG s AR STA 3 |

The U.S. imposed large tariffs on India.

AR Y YR W 98 R & fam|

There were also penal tariffs relating to Russian oil sales.

D Al Tl ot fasht A I3 dsTa® ¢w oft I e

India also had to negotiate a Free Trade Agreement (FTA).

YR ! Hod ATIR JHF (FTA) R  Sraiid &1 US|

According to many accounts, this agreement appeared quite one-sided.

B3 BT & SR T8 JHAT BTW THaRBT Tdiid o

Mr. Trump also expected India to publicly credit him for brokering the India-Pakistan
ceasefire.

20 7 g8 ot ate o for URd-uTfehvar g farTH &1 99 Aiduli~ie ¥U I 3¢ fea1 9|
It is suggested that Trump believed he was denied the Nobel Prize partly because India
did not praise him enough.

Tg Wt Fe1 oITaT § 6 U ) @l S URe gRT attd w=isn | fiem & $Rur 9 Aed
RIBR g1 AT

This perception may have made him hostile towards India and Mr. Modi.

3G YRUT 3 FHI: I8 HRd 3R At & ufa 3rfires $a 1R o= faam

When Mr. Modi told the Finnish President that “war does not solve anything”, that
message should have been conveyed in Washington and Tel Aviv as well.

w9 Arél A i & gufa @ wet % g brit o &1 warur 7E wear, @ 78 daw
SIRATEA 3R dd 3rdta d it Ugarn ST afey Tl
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The conflict has caused large-scale civilian deaths.

=9 g & 98} "@m # ARTRe) S Md g3 2|

It has also created a serious energy crisis and economic crisis.

T R St Awpe 3R snfifes Have o Ter i B

It threatens the life and livelihood of millions of Indians living in the region.

g & # g a1dl 9rEl MR & Sitad 3R 3rshifaeT & forg TarT 5= T g1

India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor (IMEC)

YRA-A Yd-gR19 31fde ferarT (IMEC)

What is the current outlook for the India-Middle East-Europe Economic Corridor
(IMEC)?

YRA-A Td-JIT AT TR (IMEC) &t adur fRufa «ar 82

Kabir Taneja stated that the project has not really moved forward since it was
announced.

FHAR T & AR 39 IRTST Bt 0N & 91¢ A 39 aead § IS WIfa 781 g3 3
The October 7 Hamas terror attack against Israel dealt a fundamental institutional blow
to IMEC.

7 AEER b THI ATGHATS gHA H IMEC DI TP AYd TR STl fear|

Prior to that, there was some positivity about beginning discussions on how the corridor
could be constructed.

ST UEd 39 AR F Fuir R T4t IE #1 B d9Y $9 APRTAS WG ol
However, since the Gaza crisis, IMEC has been almost completely absent from
government agendas.

QAf TS Hpe F 18 | IMEC TTHT T TRE PRI & Tols I MAd 81 a1 8|

The project continues to be discussed in Track-Two dialogues and research circles.

Tg uRarerr st off @ep-g Tarel iR e wyeral # =i %1 favg g |

But at the government level, no country seems patrticularly keen on pushing the project
forward.

Al TRPRI TR R g dis f ¢ 59 IR &Y 3 g & fore fdiy wu @
P el fe@ar|

With the current regional crisis, the project has been pushed further to the back of
everyone’s mind.

M & e & HRU Ig IRATSHT 3R 3ifres i o<t 75 31

From an academic perspective, it is easy to draw lines across countries and propose a
corridor.

Reifre fddior @ <31 & e YT TaeR T TR wRarfad 1 SR gia 8|
However, if capital and business are not interested, such corridors cannot succeed.
Qfer afe geit 3R TR 39d ST 18Y 7@d, a1 T TR | a 18l §f g |

Currently, the Gulf region is experiencing a level of instability not witnessed in a long
time.

A § @TSl 81 W de WY 916 ga-T SifRRar 35t s B

Therefore, IMEC is clearly on the back burner at present.

3T g AT § IMEC Y TUA ST H 2l

Trajectory of the war

g ! fomm

Talmiz Ahmad stated that assessing the regional scenario after the war is difficult at this
stage.

TAHIS 3r8We & TR 39 IHI g& & 916 &b &A1 URE= &1 e a o1 Hfo- 8l

He hopes that a ceasefire can be achieved very soon.

3 IufiE § foh Sgd Sieg JfavTd |HT 8 HH |

In conflicts like this, the United States may need to intervene to end the fighting.

Y Ul H TSTE AT 31 & forg M &1 838y &1 UsS IHhd1 g
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Unlike the post-9/11 U.S. interventions, there is no immediate crisis at present.
9/11 ¥ 91 & MRS gxIddl F faudia, 3t B aArcp1ierd Jdbe g ¢
There is also no evidence of Iran’s weapons programme being revived.
TP QAT 3 & AR SRIHH & YA Tad g1 BT SIS THI0T 781 2|
This raises the question: what exactly is this war about?

T UY Iod1 ¢ [ 98 g aad | fohdd PRI | 8 T8 8|

Donald Trump had earlier encouraged dialogue with Iran.

SIHITES ¢V 7 Ugd S & 1Y Harg &1 Wearied faar Tl

There were three rounds of dialogue between the two sides.

gl el & o9 Fi91 SR @t aradia gs o

Evidence suggests that Iran’s approach during the talks was constructive.

THTU §dTd § [ TTa<iid & SR S0 BT 59 PTh] IGATHS AT

Despite this, Trump chose to go to war.

YD J1a9G ¢U A & BT I AT |

The future of Israel is also described as uncertain.

goRTgd &1 yiae oft 3fAiféa sarn man g

This uncertainty is linked to the political fortunes of Benjamin Netanyahu.

g AT SR Aa=aTg & eifae yfasr & I8t g3 7

It is argued that Netanyahu has often prioritised his personal political survival over
national interest.

g b ol SiTel § & Aa=arg 7 3R g fadl @ aiftres s rerifae widss #1
wrfiremar t g1

It remains to be seen whether Israeli citizens will continue to support him as “Mr.
Security”.

Tg T 1! § T o SIS el ST 3% fY | “Mr. Security” & w0 § adT 3|

Need for regional dialogue
&g HaTg B Ta=adr

West Asia currently lacks a platform for serious regional security discussions.
goA o uf3e e 7 iR &= gran Tal & foe o1 g g 3

Track-Two dialogues could help pave the way for 1.5-level engagement.

eP-g AT 3T TADR 1.5-IA8T A HIRIAT BT AR TR HR 9hd 6|

This could eventually lead to formal government-to-government negotiations.
IS 916 YIRS TROR-V-WRBR ardl G4d 51 Gl 5|

Countries such as India, China, Russia, Indonesia, Malaysia, and Vietnam can play a
significant role in facilitating constructive dialogue.

YRd, N9, =9, SR/, 7aflRrr iR fagaam S 3 FATHS Hare &) gerar ¢ §
Agayul YT fAuT I@d €|
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e
Arbitrary and opaque
EPFO has tweaked pension scheme
rules without wide consultations

T he manner in which the Employees’ Pro-

vident Fund Organisation (EPFO)’s Cen-

tral Board of Trustees (CBT) approved the
Employees’ Pension Scheme (EPS) 2026, on
March 2, replacing the EPS 1995 scheme, has
raised serious transparency concerns. This af-
fects approximately 5.4 crore contributing mem-
bers and 82 lakh pensioners. Although the EPS
and the Employees’” Provident Fund and Em-
ployees’ Deposit-Linked Insurance Schemes
were designed as a corollary to the Code on So-
cial Security, 2020 — which was abruptly notified
in November 2025 along with three other Codes
- neither the government nor the Labour Minis-
try had, until now, given any hint of the new
schemes. The stakeholders were not consulted
by the authorities. More than any other scheme,
the EPS 1995, has over the past decade, dominat-
ed headlines due to litigation in various courts,
including the Supreme Court of India. Over the
past 12 years, certain features of the scheme were
altered, to the detriment of employees. For in-
stance, coverage of the Pension Scheme was li-
mited to those earning up to 15,000 a month, in-
stead of offering universal coverage as originally
intended. The pensionable salary calculation
changed from the average pay in the last 12
months to 60 months, substantially reducing the
amount of eligible pension. The unrestricted op-
tion for pension on a higher pension was limited
to those who had exercised the option within a
year of the modified scheme that came into force
on September 1, 2014. With the Supreme Court’s
intervention in 2022, the higher pension option
was extended to post-2014 retirees as a special
case. Unfortunately, pre-2014 retirees were left in
the lurch as the unrealistic conditions set by the
PF body made most of them ineligible for higher
pension.

In the new Pension Scheme approved by the
CBT, the option provision has been removed as it
is considered ‘obsolete’ for reflecting a narrow le-
gal interpretation. Moreover, those hoping for an
upward revision of the ¥15,000 PF contribution
ceiling are disappointed, as no such indication
has been given so far. Both the wage ceiling and
the minimum pension of 1,000 were fixed over
11 years ago. The EPFO’s overall approach seems
to be aimed at reducing what authorities describe
as the burden of pension commitment. With
greater government funding and higher contribu-
tions from employers and willing employees, the
EPFO can well meet pension challenges. A posi-
tive mindset along with empathy for pensioners
and contributors is what is needed from the Un-
ion government and EPFO. A mere change of
laws, regulations and procedures will not deliver
the results desired by crores of members and
lakhs of pensioners.

9971932488

13Mar. Arbitrary and opaque
AT 3R

e EPFO has tweaked pension scheme rules
without wide consultations

EPFO = U= o1 & frraet o fomm sarues urrast o
dqdld (tweaked) fparg
e The manner in which the Employees’ Provident

Fund Organisation (EPFO)’s Central Board of
Trustees (CBT) approved the Employees’ Pension
Scheme (EPS) 2026, on March 2, replacing the EPS
1995 scheme, has raised serious transparency
concerns.
IR yfdw fAf @re+ (EPFO) & Ao 1S 3ITh
TN (CBT) §RT 2 U &1 HHART UM FIei=1 (EPS)
2026 B Wipd B BT ARIDI, o/ EPS 1995 TISHT Hi
yfereafta foban, TR uRefRiar dadh fRiarsi o1 o= <

gl
e This affects approximately 5.4 crore
contributing members and 82 lakh pensioners.

g T 5.4 BIS RGN Tl 3R 82 ARG UFRI
&1 YUIId AT 5 |

e Although the EPS and the Employees’
Provident Fund and Employees’ Deposit-Linked
Insurance Schemes were designed as a corollary to the
Code on Social Security, 2020.
geiiies EPS, HART Hidsy FAfY 3R HeaRt s1-fiies
T FISTHTE ATHTRTS FRE Jfedl, 2020 & R & U
ECEIERER

e  Which was abruptly notified in November 2025
along with three other Codes.

SR AR 2025 # 9 o=y wfgdraen & Iy TS
Sifergfera fosar

¢ Neither the government nor the Labour
Ministry had until now given any hint of the new
schemes.
3T TPH TXPR T Y7 HATAY = 98 131 & TR d pIg
Tobd =TET T Tl

e The stakeholders were not consulted by the
authorities.
RauR®l & el gRT HIE wR=t =g fovam wam

e More than any other scheme, the EPS 1995 has
over the past decade dominated headlines due to
litigation in various courts including the Supreme
Court of India.

3 et +ff Ao ¥ 31fdss, EPS 1995 fUwd U g |
HRA & YU HIC Afed I srgrerdl  goHgHl &
HRUI giEal # TE B

e Overthe past 12 years, certain features of the

scheme were altered, to the detriment of employees.
s 12 auf & 9 Ao &1 $© faRwarst & sdarial & JHad & g sgarg feg v

e For instance, coverage of the Pension Scheme was limited to those earning up to

%15,000 a month.

JSTERT & T U AT BT RIRT Hdd 215,000 ATFRISD 9 A dTdll db AT B

o |
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Instead of offering universal coverage as originally intended.

el Hd U J SUHT 3539 A S Favst UG BT 41|

The pensionable salary calculation changed from the average pay in the last 12 months
to 60 months.

U3 A1 3T 1 0T Sifer 12 AT & 3 d I | IEadR 60 HEIHI & SvId da- R
R TR

Substantially reducing the amount of eligible pension.

S8 ol U $Y AR A STt FH es |

The unrestricted option for pension on a higher pension was limited to those who had
exercised the option within a year of the modified scheme that came into force on
September 1, 2014.

S U= & fore fam ufasy faswed sraa Sl anl ao Aiftd o far man forgie 1 Rider
2014 | GR] GG o1 & T ad & W fae g=m 4T

With the Supreme Court’s intervention in 2022, the higher pension option was extended
to post-2014 retirees as a special case.

2022 W GtH B¢ & AT Y 2014 F qI¢ QAT-gd gL ANl & fINg AT & ©U & 3=
43 & | ferar )

Unfortunately, pre-2014 retirees were left in the lurch.

U ¥ 2014 T UgA AaTi+g gY AT srvve @1 fRAfa ¥ ais e w)

As the unrealistic conditions set by the PF body made most of them ineligible for
higher pension.

Hifds PF T §RT 04 Srarafae <ral = TS St 3w U & e s/ &= faa

In the new Pension Scheme approved by the CBT, the option provision has been
removed.

CBT gRIT WIgd 3 U Ao # faseq &1 yraem ger far man g1

As it is considered ‘obsolete’ for reflecting a narrow legal interpretation.

Fifh T FBT0! BT TS B R P BIRUT “YRIET HIHT 1471 |

Moreover, those hoping for an upward revision of the 15,000 PF contribution ceiling are
disappointed.

3% 3T 15,000 PF NTETH W1 # i3 ot Iwfig v o AR €1

As no such indication has been given so far.

Fifeh 39 P U HIS Yobd el fear T8 |

Both the wage ceiling and the minimum pension of 1,000 were fixed over 11 years ago.
a1 T 3R 21,000 B YATH GIF 1 11 a9 A it uga FruffRa & w5 <

The EPFQO’s overall approach seems to be aimed at reducing what authorities describe
as the burden of pension commitment.

EPFO ®T THI Ef¥®Iu1 U1 Ulid 51 ¢ foh a5 o arftrasret Uw= g1 &1 aigt Fgd & 39
FH B B M A

With greater government funding and higher contributions from employers and willing
employees, the EPFO can well meet pension challenges.

frp TRBIRI faauiwor 3R fFrataasi au sge SHaTal 9 3if® TR & 9 EPFO
93 | ) gHaal BT |1 B TPl 2|

A positive mindset along with empathy for pensioners and contributors is what is
needed from the Union government and EPFO.

ﬁjﬁ;ﬁgﬁ?mﬁ%uﬁm{h%wummﬁhwaﬁwpmﬁ
&gl

A mere change of laws, regulations and procedures will not deliver the results desired
by crores of members and lakhs of pensioners.

Fad ST, Frat iR ufparsl & ggara ¥ FAs! el iR aral ¥R &) srufera
gfeoms T8t fre
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Economic Survey promises, impact of new labour codes
bvias

ndia’s new labour codes, with draft central
l rules released in December 2025, have been

presented as a reform with transformative
potential. The Economic Survey 202526 makes
an optimistic case: these codes are expected to
increase formalisation from 60.4% to 75.5%,
generate 77 lakh jobs, reduce unemployment,
boost female labour force participation and
contribute 1.25% to GDP by 2029-30. These
projections assume that simplifying compliance
for firms will incentivise formalisation and
expand registered employment.

However, over 80% of India’s workers are in
the informal sector, and they remain outside
most of the labour code protections. The scale of
informality is increasing. Firms, when given
flexibility, tend to respond by shifting away from
formal employment. Between 2011 and 2023,
direct factory employment fell from 61% to 47%.
Contract workers grew to 42% of the factory
workforce. Regular employment in central public
sector enterprises declined by 30,000 workers in
2024 alone, replaced by casual and contract
workers (Public Enterprises Survey 2025). The
organised sector, once associated with stable
employment, is shrinking in India. And the new
codes accelerate this by loosening regulatory
definitions and protections, making it easier for
firms to avoid permanent employment
relationships.

Formalisation illusion
A striking feature of the codes is how they
respond to informality by raising the thresholds
for protections. The Occupational Safety, Health
and Working Conditions Code raises the
definition of a “factory” from 10 workers to 20
(with power) and from 20 to 40 (without power),
increases the contract labour threshold from 20
to 50 workers and raises the threshold for prior
approval for lay-offs from 100 to 300 workers.
At the same time, the government expects
these codes to increase formalisation. This rests

Krishna Priya
Choragudi

is a Research Fellow
at the Centre for
Study of Indian
Economy, Azim
Premiji University,
Bengaluru

The promises of
reform cannot
hide the realities
in India’s
informal
workforce

largely on expanding “fixed-term employment”,
that is, letting firms hire on short-term contracts
instead of permanent jobs. Formal employment
has historically meant job security, regular wages,
social security and the ability for collective
bargaining. Fixed-term employment offers some
benefits under the codes, such as appointment
letters and equal gratuity after one year, but
undermines the key feature that distinguishes
formal work from precarious work: job security.

Grey areas

While the codes require platform companies to
contribute 1%-2% of annual turnover for gig
worker schemes, rules on how companies must
contribute, benefit levels, coverage and claim
details are all left to be “notified through
subsequent schemes”. The reskilling fund for
retrenched workers follows the same pattern:
employers must deposit 15 days’ wages per
worker. How to access these funds, who provides
training and what skills are taught are
unspecified. Like India’s many cess and welfare
funds, collection may happen, but utilisation may
lag perpetually.

The Code on Wages creates a National Floor
Wage and a National Minimum Wage but offers no
clear methodology for setting either and how
they will differ. The new rules make space for
greater administrative discretion instead.
Defenders of flexible labour markets often argue
that minimum wages destroy jobs. The logic is
that if you force employers to pay more than
market rates, they will hire fewer workers. But
decades of empirical research have shown that
the job loss predictions consistently fail to
materialise (Dube 2019). Higher wages reduce
turnover costs for firms. And, when low paid
workers get raises, they spend more on food,
transport, housing and goods. The increased
consumption boosts aggregate demand. In labour
markets where employers often have substantial
power to set wages below competitive levels,

minimum wages actually improve efficiency by
reducing employer exploitation.

Further, the rebranding of labour inspectors as
“Inspector-cum-Facilitators” might sound
progressive, but when inspectors become
facilitators helping employers comply,
enforcement weakens. This is made explicit by
allowing employers to compound serious
violations such as wage theft or unpaid overtime
by paying prescribed fines. If penalties are lower
than compliance costs, breaking the law can
become a rational business decision. This is
particularly damaging in the informal sector. In
the absence of unions, labour courts or workers’
awareness of rights, labour inspectors could have
been the only channel for redressal. Converting
them to facilitators eliminates even this minimal
accountability.

There are many assumptions

The labour codes fail to confront what drives
informality in the first place. It is not that
regulations are too complex for firms to navigate
but that informality is structurally profitable.
While technology is automating routine jobs, the
new platform jobs it is creating are bypassing
employment relationships entirely.

The optimistic projections of the Economic
Survey rest on assumptions that contradict many
of the labour market realities. Making formal jobs
more flexible will not lead to formalisation as
long as informality remains cheaper and more
profitable.

Lower compliance costs will also not create
better jobs if firms respond by replacing
permanent workers with contract workers. The
numbers may eventually materialise, such as
higher formalisation percentages, but they will
measure changes in how firms account for
workers, not improvements in how workers
actually live.

The views expressed are personal

13Mar. Economic Survey promises, impact of new labour codes

3nfAfe Fderur & a1e, AU w7 Higarsi &1 yHTg

¢ |ndia’s new labour codes, with draft central rules released in December 2025, have been
presented as a reform with transformative potential.

YR ! 1S 4¥ fgart, e Feia weter fFraw faxiar 2025 & Y fve e,
RGBT} &HaT 9T GUR & T J U o T 5|

e The Economic Survey 2025-26 makes an optimistic case.

3 Tderur 2025-26 39 faw H Srmard} efp@ion

T R g

e These codes are expected to increase formalisation from 60.4% to 75.5%.
3 dfgarsll & SuaTREBHRT 60.4% H TGH 75.5% §IH BI IWHIG 5

e They are also expected to generate 77 lakh jobs.

T 77 ATE

Al S g1 Y ot e g

e They are projected to reduce unemployment.
R & HHY 1 BT AT B
e They are expected to boost female labour force participation.
ufger yu ga urfiedt A gfg e it sufie
e They are projected to contribute 1.25% to GDP by 2029-30.
T8 2029-30 TP GDP ¥ 1.25% TNTGH 811 BT A 2|
e These projections assume that simplifying compliance for firms will incentivise
formalisation and expand registered employment.

T SIHM 3T YRUM W YR § fob bufrat & fg sruras &t IRa a9 & siuenfiaaor
P Mg e 3R usfiepd R 9@ |
e However, over 80% of India’s workers are in the informal sector.
gliis R P 80% & TP 4 s u=nfve 4T &

e Theyremain outside most of the labour code protections.

d Srfrepi=T o HfedT YRAMM TraUT § e W@ 3|
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The scale of informality is increasing.
&1 I 9 ¥ET &
Firms, when given flexibility, tend to respond by shifting away from formal employment.

SR S eI WTe Bt €, @ 3 TR AR | gR oA 31 yghy @ 3|

Between 2011 and 2023, direct factory employment fell from 61% to 47%.
2011 / 2023 F ST PRGN} § T8 ASR 61% A TEPHR 47% I8 T
Contract workers grew to 42% of the factory workforce.

TfaeT 4fire SR\ Frdad BT 42% B! TT|

Regular employment in central public sector enterprises declined by 30,000 workers in
2024 alone.

SET ATdeT=P &7 & IUHHI T Fafia IR R 2024 # €1 30,000 DT B B & A1y
< |

These were replaced by casual and contract workers.

S oTE AT SR et affret 7 & it

This was reported in the Public Enterprises Survey 2025.

g BRI Public Enterprises Survey 2025 o TI'%“%I

The organised sector, once associated with stable employment, is shrinking in India.
TS &=, S Hi fFRR AR T 91 o1, URa & Rwge @1 8|

The new codes accelerate this by loosening regulatory definitions and protections.

TS Y HigaTt 39 UihaT & de Bl §, Tl o Frare aRuTaTsit 3R FR&m wraur=i ot
&rar Bt

This makes it easier for firms to avoid permanent employment relationships.

Y HUMHT & fory T TSRIR Faedt | T 3R 8l S 2|

Formalisation illusion

DT YH

A striking feature of the codes is how they respond to informality by raising the thresholds
for protections.
= fRdrel &1 ue Iceia-ig fa=ivdT g8 g 3 3 gRadm uraur= @ W T s
CakECICEG
The Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code raises the definition of a
“factory” from 10 workers to 20 (with power).
Occupational Safety, Health and Working Conditions Code | “ﬂﬁiﬁ” I U HTST 10

[ TR 20 (farsTel & 1Y) FR & TS B
It raises the definition from 20 to 40 workers (without power).

T gfeuTeT famT fasrelt & 20 @ TR 40 Hf¥F HR Y T R

It increases the contract labour threshold from 20 to 50 workers.

9T XifdeT 4ftre AW 20 A FTHR 50 YRIF R G T B

It raises the threshold for prior approval for lay-offs from 100 to 300 workers.

Bet & fore gd wiepfa 3t Jam 100 | Ferev 300 4fid TR G TR B

At the same time, the government expects these codes to increase formalisation.

=% 1Y & WHR Bl IS & b 3 Wrean SUaiReHo et

This rests largely on expanding “fixed-term employment”.

I gEa: “firas e Ao & fawaR W snemia 51

That is, allowing firms to hire on short-term contracts instead of permanent jobs.
3yfa FHufal & vt el F Toma sreusTiee srgael 1R fAgfat w5t srgafa 3T
Formal employment has historically meant job security, regular wages, social security,
and the ability for collective bargaining.

eI U ¥ Su=me SR @1 3 st &t qRe, fafira daq, arfore e v
Afe® HdaTsh B &raT e B

Fixed-term employment offers some benefits under the codes.
fraes o JAeIR 5 wfgarsii & dgd $© A UgH FRAT 5|

These include appomtment letters and equal gratuity after one year.

0 g i ot ok ue avf a1e qu J=gdt e & |
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However, it undermines the key feature that distinguishes formal work from precarious
work.

ﬁgwwﬁwﬁmﬁvm%ﬁﬁwﬁﬁﬁa@mﬂﬁm
I
That key feature is job security.

I8 G faRIwaT § et Bt R

Grey areas

et &=

While the codes require platform companies to contribute 1%-2% of annual turnover for
gig worker schemes, rules on how companies must contribute, benefit levels, coverage and
claim details are all left to be “notified through subsequent schemes”.

Safe HfEaTd wewid suf-rdi &! T aftre g & fou aiftfe efenar 31 1%-2%
RT3 B AT Tl &, A1 Hufal By arer i, Ty W, FHavel 3R grar
faaRor it Bt “arg P Ao & ATeny | g HA & o IS A B

The reskilling fund for retrenched workers follows the same pattern.

fFreTa T yftret & g g erwra iR off st O o1 urem st g

Employers must deposit 15 days’ wages per worker.

fiadrell 1 wfar 4fi® 15 el & da & SRTeR IR SHT H=eA IM|

How to access these funds, who provides training and what skills are taught are unspecified.
3 AT oo S Ug T ST, UiRIefur B 3 SR BIF-BH I BN RRATY S, 78 WY e
fFar T 31

Like India’s many cess and welfare funds, collection may happen but utilisation may lag
perpetually.

YRA & s AT AR HETU BIGI $1 e YUT Al 61 Il ¢ b UGN TR HD 7§
qHdl g

The Code on Wages creates a National Floor Wage and a National Minimum Wage but
offers no clear methodology for setting either and how they will differ.

a1 HfgdT (Code on Wages) AR da iR YATH Aq- T 8, Wb 38 ag
B P BIE WY Tegfel 721 Al 3R I8 Ty &Y et b AT & @ SieR N

The new rules make space for greater administrative discretion instead.

Y SO 1Y A Rt faae & g sifires ®ie yeH avd B

Defenders of flexible labour markets often argue that minimum wages destroy jobs.

T 4 TR & TS SRR Th < © fob GATH A DAl S THTE R a1 8

The logic is that if employers are forced to pay more than market rates, they will hire fewer
workers.

% g © fob afe Faiearstt & IR &R & Sifte 3a1 31 & e o frar =g, 1 a su
gl oI forgaa B3|

But decades of empirical research have shown that the job loss predictions consistently
fail to materialise (Dube 2019).

Qfeh ! & U MY J Uar a7 § & st Joar #t yfrsganforr amar Ted
Tifad 81t € (Dube 2019)|

Higher wages reduce turnover costs for firms.

3= 3d- BUT-Ial & T-H3NaR ANTd Bl U HIAT 2 |

When low-paid workers get raises, they spend more on food, transport, housing and
goods.

1§ $H da- aTat 4FAPT B 3y Tt 8, a1 3 Wie, ufiage, smar 3R axgei W eifis
T4 HRA g

The increased consumption boosts aggregate demand.

3 9G] g3 WUd A YUY 7T 9gdl g

In labour markets where employers have substantial power to set wages below
competitive levels, minimum wages actually improve efficiency by reducing employer
exploitation.
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T 99 IOIRI & ST Faaarstt & U uferaelf w@R & o8 a9 90 A 31 i gl 8, a1
aH da ada H fraierIT N9 3 HH HIP qear gerd ¢ |

Further, the rebranding of labour inspectors as “Inspector-cum-Facilitators” might sound
progressive.

YD 3faral y¥ &P DI “Inspector-cum-Facilitators” & &0 § g-: GUECEZE]
PUIGRIGRUESES I

But when inspectors become facilitators helping employers comply, enforcement
weakens.

Afp o e fFrataarsit #t Terrar #3- aTd giauTear 99 9Td €, O S 3T yad
FHHSR g1 AT 8

This is made explicit by allowing employers to compound serious violations such as wage
theft or unpaid overtime by paying prescribed fines.

Ug de WY BT § 5ie Maiadiel ol fFArufira smfar §67 399 90 a1 edafe siiavermq 9
TR Seewel 3t fue™ &t srgufa & ot 81

If penalties are lower than compliance costs, breaking the law can become a rational
business decision.

gﬁmmmﬁmé,ﬁwmmﬁﬁwﬁaﬁmﬁmﬁww
|

This is particularly damaging in the informal sector.
Ig fOR U § 3FIu=ie & 7 31 gifieR® g

In the absence of unions, labour courts or workers’ awareness of rights, labour
inspectors could have been the only channel for redressal.

i, o\ =araTeral a1 4Tl & SAFUSRI B AFREBdr & AU §, 91 e g < &1
THHTT AISH &) Jhd 3|

Converting them to facilitators eliminates even this minimal accountability.

I GlAUTerdr # 9ea o1 @ 98 YAqH Sarade! W THTE g STt 2|

There are many assumptions

3 YRUME

The labour codes fail to confront what drives informality in the first place.

o1y TfgdTd U & Yo HRUN BT [T 31 # fard gl 2|

It is not that regulations are too complex for firms to navigate.

Ig w1 T8t & & o sufaal & e sga wifea €1

Rather, informality is structurally profitable.

TP SFITETRPHT GRS U @ AIHEH® B

While technology is automating routine jobs, the new platform jobs it is creating are
bypassing employment relationships entirely.

Safes aeie frafa eial @ T $3 € 8, 98 o ¢ WewH AR S % 8 d
TR e B I8 v RIPR FR W@ 7

The optimistic projections of the Economic Survey rest on assumptions that contradict
many labour market realities.

STFI® &1 & SMRITAIS} 3HH B8 YW II9TR aredradarsi | faRiemyg I@d g
Making formal jobs more flexible will not lead to formalisation as long as informality
remains cheaper and more profitable.

S d TN AR FT 3R Sifd AUSRI® I3, 96 ad Suaniye eial &
3frep wrfie ST iU ®HRr Al @t uTem|

Lower compliance costs will also not create better jobs if firms respond by replacing
permanent workers with contract workers.

gfe; Hufar RIrR SETial @) wiaer el & ged ¢dl €, 9 $H SrguTa anTd
g il der g st

The numbers may eventually materialise, such as higher formalisation percentages.

YT ¢ & 3ips 3idd: su=fyeeeur ufasa # gfg ot

But they will measure changes in how firms account for workers, notimprovements in
how workers actually live.
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Sugar mill body
welcomes SC order

Sweet tidings: If SC had upheld Karnataka High Court order, it
would have resulted in major revenue losses for sugar mills.

The Hindu Bureau
COIMBATORE

The Indian Sugar and Bio-
Energy Manufacturers As-
sociation welcomed the
Supreme Court order
against preferential treat-
ment for a standalone Ded-
icated Ethanol Plant (DEP)
in allocation of ethanol to
be sourced by oil market-

ing companies.

If the SC had upheld the
Karnataka High Court or-
der in favour of DEP, al-
most 199 crore litre etha-
nol could have shifted
away from non-DEPs and
sugar-based ethanol would
have seen a cut of about 73
crore litre resulting in ma-
jor revenue losses for sugar
mills, the Association said.

13Mar. Sugar mill body welcomes
SC order

IR forer e A TEt & SR
T WTd foar

e The Indian Sugar and BioEnergy
Manufacturers Association welcomed the
Supreme Court order against preferential
treatment for a standalone Dedicated
Ethanol Plant (DEP) in allocation of
ethanol to be sourced by oil marketing
com panies.

AR
w‘rﬁmﬂ?fmaﬁi%w TS B
WA fodT, o Wssra sfedbes vara
Wie (DEP) &I dd fauur suf-ral g1 did
forU &I a1cd T & Sfrde H uig
IER & P &1 Ul

e [fthe SC had upheld the
Karnataka High Court order in favour of
DEP, almost 199 crore litre ethanol could
have shifted away from non-DEPs and
sugar-based ethanol would have seen a
cut of about 73 crore litre resulting in major
revenue losses for sugar mills, the
Association said.

Tfe TRl 3 Fice 3= AATay & DEP

P Te T T BT §ATT WM BT, Al TIHT 199 FRIS dex TIAATA non-DEPs ¥ §CHR Il STl
3R AR -STUTRE TAATE & AT 73 HRIS Tter &I dHekdt g, o IR freg & i s
TSI BT Bicil, THIRTERM = gl

GS Paper 111 S&T,
TOPICS COVERED | 13 March 2026
13Mar | Big care, tiny scars: a parent’s guide to navigating paediatric urology

TSI 3@YTE, B I T SR a9 & 99g= & foe sifivymast
3 ArieRi®T

As peptide therapy becomes a popular trend, experts call for caution

oi-oid UpTss WU U AH iy ugfy 99 381 8, vy eyt svaa
o] qae 3d &

13Mar
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Big care, tiny scars: a parent’s guide
to navigating paediatric urology

For any parent, hearing that their child needs medical or survival intervention can be frightening and overwhelming. But times have changed, and with advancing medical

technology. paediatric urology today focuses on

| intervention, maximum results; early knowledge allows reassurance, preparation. and preventive intervention

Ramesh Babu Srinivasan

tis a moment etched into the

memory of every parent: the quiet

hum of the ultrasound room, the

cool gel on the skin admixed with
the joy and anticipation of seeing that
tiny, flickering heartbeat. But sometimes,
the mood shifts as the sonographer
lingers a little longer on the baby's
midsection.

And concern clouds the parents mind
once the doctor mentions “dilated
kidneys” or “renal pelvis stretching.” In
that very moment, the joy of pregnancy
can be clouded by a fog of “what-ifs” A
train of queries floods their minds: What
does it mean? How will my baby be
delivered? Is it treatable and does my
newborn need surgery once born? Can
my baby ever lead a normal life?”

We live now, in a golden age of medical
technology. What once required major
surgery and weeks of recovery can now
often be managed with a “wait and
watch” approach or precision, keyhole
procedures.

Why early diagnosis is a gift
Decades ago, kidney issues in children
were often only discovered when a child
became severely ill or developed a high
fever. Today, the majority of these
conditions are caught antenatally (before
birth). Modern high-resolution
ultrasounds act as a sophisticated
early-warning system. While hearing that
your unborn child has a “kidney
anomaly” is terrifying, it has a significant
advantage in allowing doctors to plan and
monitor the foetus. Often these so-called
“anomalies” are simply variations in
development that require nothing more
than a follow-up scan after the baby is
born, with no need for intervention.

When it comes to your child’s health,
early knowledge isn’t just information; it
allows reassurance, preparation, and
preventive intervention.

Understanding hydronephrosis
If your doctor mentions “kidney
stretching” or “dilation,” they are likely
talking about hydronephrosis. This is the
most common condition identified during
prenatal scans. Essentially, it means the
area of the kidney where urine collects
(the renal pelvis) is wider than normal.
The good news is that in a vast majority of
babies, this dilation is transient. As the
baby grows and the urinary system
matures, the stretching often resolves on
its own.

While parental anxiety is high here, the
medical strategy is often “watchful
waiting”, with the use of postnatal
ultrasounds to track the dilation. In most
cases, no treatment is needed. Early
detection allows for careful monitoring,
turning what can feel scary into a story of
normal development and reassurance.

The valve issue
In some cases, the ultrasound shows that
both kidneys and ureters are dilated and
the baby’s bladder is unusually thick or
full. This can point to a condition known
as Posterior Urethral Valves (PUV), which
occurs only in boys.

In Posterior Urethral Valves, there is a

small, extra fold of tissue (the valve) in the
tube that carries urine out of the bladder
(the urethra).

Because the urine can't exit easily, it
backs up, causing pressure to both the
bladder and the kidneys. When detected
early in pregnancy, it involves extensive
counselling of the parents regarding the
nature of illness, continuation of
pregnancy (dependent on level of
liquor-fluid within mother’s uterus and
nature of kidneys), and the natural course
of the disease.

Treating the condition the “old way"
might have involved open surgery,
opening out the urinary

Often these so-called ‘anomalies’
are ply variations in
development that require
nothing more than a follow-up
scan after the baby is born, with
no need for intervention

the risk of infection and kidney damage if
ignored.

Parents often worry about long-term
antibiotic use or “big” surgeries. The good
news? Treatment today is safe, effective
and minimally invasive. It can involve:

on a fragile newborn. The “modern way”
is far more elegant and even during the
newborn period, paediatric urologists use
a tiny camera (cystoscope) to enter the
urethra and “ablate” or clear the valve.
No incision/ scar is visible externally. A
path for the passage of urine is cleared,
and this provides immediate relief of
pressure on the kidneys.

Recurrent infections

Once your child comes home, one thing
to stay alert for is a Urinary Tract
Infection (UTI). Recurrent infections,
especially those accompanied by high
fever often signal an underlying issue
called Vesicoureteral Reflux (VUR).
Normally, urine flows one way: from the
kidneys, down the ureters, into the
bladder. In VUR, the valve mechanism
where the ureter meets the bladder
doesn’t close properly, allowing urine to
wash back up toward the kidney, raising

This is a simple
fix with a quick recovery. Using a tiny
camera, the doctor places a special gel at
the opening of the ureter forming a small
cushion that works like a one-way gate,
prewnung urine from flowing backward.

ay-care procedure with no cuts
and your child is back home the same day
after recovery.

Laparoscopic surgery: For a higher
grade of such cases, there are now strong
solutions via a gentle approach. Surgeons
se tiny instruments through 3-5mm
incisions to reposition the ureter to a
normal location. This offers the success
rates of traditional open surgery with
smaller scars and a fraction of the pain.

Ailments in older children

A common scenario involves a
5-15-year-old child complaining of
intermittent “flank pain” (pain in the side
or back), especially after drinking a lot of
fluids with swelling of the tummy, often

Medical advancements: Decades ago, kidney issues in children were often only discovered when a child became severelyill or developed a high fever. Today,
the majority of these conditions are caught antenatally. GETTY IMAGES

caused by a Pelviureteric Junction (PUJ)

Obstruction - a condition with blockage
at the point where the kidney meets the
ureter.

For these older children, the gold
standard is now robotic-assisted surgery.
The surgeon operates with a 3D,
high-definition view (10x magnification)
and “wristed”, tremor-filtered
instruments that have a greater range of
motion than the human hand. Robotic
surgery allows for incredibly fine suturing
in the delicate tissues of a child, ensuring
the blockage is cleared with microscopic
accuracy. With 1-2 days of hospital stay,
your child is back on his/her feet within a
week.

Towards safe, gentle care
For any parent, hearing that their child
needs intervention can be frightening and
overwhelming. But times have changed,
and with advancing medical technology,
paediatric urology today focuses on
minimal intervention, maximum results.

‘We are moving away from large scars
and long hospital stays. From newborns
to teens, with the tools at our disposal —
cndoscopm laparoscopes, and robots-
care is gentler than ever. With advanced,
child-friendly lechnolog' fixing problems
gently and safely is a reality so that your
little one can get back their laughter,
playtime, and a healthy childhood.

(Prof. Dr. Ramesh Babu Srinivasan is
senior consultant in paediatric urology, Sri
Ramachandra Institute of Higher
Education, Chennai.
drrameshbabul@gmail.com)

THE GIST

v

Welive now, in a golden age of
medical technology. What once
required major surgery and
weeks of recovery can now
often be managed with a “wait
and watch” approach or
precision, keyhole procedures

v

Robotic-assisted surgery,
ultrasound, cystoscope,
endoscopic injection,
laparoscopic surgery are some
of the modern tools that are
used to treat myriad conditions

v

Modern high-resolution
ultrasounds act as
sophisticated early-warning
system. Early detection allows
for careful monitoring, turning
what can feel scary into a story
of normal development and
reassurance. With advanced,
child-friendly technology, fixing
problems gently and safely is a
reality

13Mar. Big care, t|ny scars: a parent’s guide to nawgatlng paediatric urology

I @UTH, Bl FARIA: 91@ LRI fag™ &t 99s[ & fae ifyuas) ot
ArfeRfeT

Why early diagnosis is a gift
Rl Th WM

e Itis amoment etched into the memory of every parent: the quiet hum of the ultrasound
room, the cool gel on the skin admixed with the joy and anticipation of seeing that tiny,
flickering heartbeat.

Ig 98 &U1 ¢ S 8% HTa-fudT ot W & sifasd 81 91T 8: SreeIds ®&f & Uid @i, & W
T T ST, 3R 3T B F A geu It 4P &1 38 31 G2 3R IR |

e But sometimes, the mood shifts as the sonographer lingers a little longer on the baby’s
midsection.
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|

e Concern clouds the parents’ mind once the doctor mentions “dilated kidneys” or “renal
pelvis stretching.”
O SideR “I[el &I BT (dilated kidneys)” 1“8 Ufed &1 Sara” s § df Arar-foar
& 7 B a1 Il 81 ot 7

¢ In that moment, the joy of pregnancy can be clouded by a fog of “what-ifs.”
39 &or THfaR Bt YR <o gIe” S Ul & 4y 9 for Ihd gl

e Atrain of queries floods their minds: What does it mean? How will my baby be delivered?
Is it treatable? Does my newborn need surgery? Can my baby lead a normal life?
395 T H B3 U I3d &: SHST T 3 82 AR a1 HA S A? T SHPT SISl GHT
82 T ATTd B il Pt ATTRIH T gHTt? T BRI T=T AT SHg= S FH?

e Welive nowin a golden age of medical technology.
311 g4 FRiferea deite & w@ul QT 8 it @ B

e What once required major surgery and weeks of recovery can now often be managed with
“wait and watch” approaches or precision keyhole procedures.
T T Ug 9t Foldt 3R B ATE P STAR B! A B off, 3/ HRR “de S arg”
TP 1 WS Plera uftharail I ysifid Ft o gach 7|

e Decades ago, kidney issues in children were often discovered only when a child became
severely ill or developed a high fever.

G Ugd g | fhe-t watht wawng ag udm gac R 39 a=1 1R T 9 SR g S
g1 3 d TR g1 STa|

e Today, most of these conditions are detected antenatally (before birth).
31T 3ifiyeier Ut fRufat Geatee ar-t o @ Tgd &€ uga off S B

e Modern high-resolution ultrasounds act as a sophisticated early-warning system.
3P I-NeATeg=I SERISS U I9d URFUS Aard-l YUITel &1 aRg HH Hd 7 |

e Hearing that your unborn child has a “kidney anomaly” is frightening, but it allows doctors to
plan and monitor the foetus.

I8 G {5 3T o o “fapsit SRITAT=Iar” §, S161 81 9hal g, Ah 39 SIdex YT Pt
FioT 3R FRTR &R 9 B

e Often these so-called “anomalies” are simply variations in development.
RR Y TUTHT “SATHTAANG” Hadt faer § wpfae fimand ekt 81

e Many require nothing more than a follow-up scan after birth.
% Tl § 9 & §1G $Had BIeN-3d T+ & HTavgadl gidl o |

e Inmost cases no intervention is needed.
SfABT A H B SUAR ATIIP ) gl

o Early knowledge allows reassurance, preparation, and preventive intervention.

YRS STHBHRT TYTEA, AR} 3R fAaR® 88T FT 3[R UgH Bl 8

Understanding hydronephrosis

B GHSAT

e |f the doctor mentions “kidney stretching” or “dilation,” they are likely referring to
hydronephrosis.

ggﬁa“ﬁmﬁmﬂmﬁ”m“m’aﬁﬁ%‘aﬁﬁwﬁmﬁ?ﬁmaﬁwm@
I
e This is the most common condition identified during prenatal scans.
U8 UaYd Wb # UgHr S arell gad 9 R 21
e Itmeans the area where urine collects in the kidney (renal pelvis) is wider than normal.
a1 314 § {5 98 WF el g vafd giar @ (e feas) arar=a 9 it SisT 8 g
e The good news is that in most babies the dilation is transient.
33t TR g © o siftresizr Rigrei & ug rarg sreurdft gar 21

e As the baby grows and the urinary system matures, the stretching often resolves on its
own.

S-S & Sgdl & IR T JuTTelt Uiues gielt 8, I8 hald SR 31U+ 3T 3t g1 SiTar |
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e Although parental anxiety is high, the medical strategy is often “watchful waiting.”

BTl ATdT-furdT @ fiar siftre g1t @, Afd fafeaiia Turifar s «gad uedtam (watchful
waiting)” gt %I
e Doctors use postnatal ultrasounds to track the dilation.
ETdeR o7 & T1¢ TTHISS GRT 3 Thard &I FHTRF 3R B
e In most cases no treatment is required.
ST HHel H frlt SUaR 3t sirazadar 181 gidl|
e Early detection allows careful monitoring.
TR Tg< HraYT-yde PR IHT s 3
e It turns what seems frightening into a story of normal development and reassurance.

g il Ugd SRIa-T TdT & 39 ITHT fasprd 3R SMyT8= 9t werl § scd ol 8l

The valv_e'issue
qTed O Jdfd THAT

e In some cases, the ultrasound shows that both kidneys and ureters are dilated and the
baby’'s bladder is unusually thick or full.
TS AWl H SEETAISS Y UdT Iedl & b i1 frs=it R q¥ex hd gU & iR 5= &1 TR
STHTRI U | HYeT a7 WRT g3 5 |

e This can point to a condition known as Posterior Urethral Valves (PUV), which occurs only
in boys.
Tg f&UfA Posterior Urethral Valves (PUV) TS I B Gﬁ?ﬂ%ﬁﬂﬁ% \_rﬁmm
H U1 ST B |

e |In Posterior Urethral Valves, there is a small extra fold of tissue (the valve) in the tube
that carries urine out of the bladder (urethra).
Posterior Urethral Valves ﬁw%%waﬁlﬁaﬁﬁ (‘B‘%ﬂ) T &Hdd I TP DIc!
ifafed IR @red) Bt |

e Because the urine cannot exit easily, it backs up, causing pressure on the bladder and
kidneys.
ifer T maTt | 918R 1l e urar, a8 19 o1 3R e @vrar 8, o T e
et W gaa Usar Rl

o When detected early in pregnancy, it requires extensive counselling of the parents.
e g8 fRufa mufawar & WRMRE w1 § udr =« o, & arar-far @ favga wwrast ufsar
Pl ATIRTH Bl B

e Counselling includes explaining the nature of iliness, the continuation of pregnancy
(depending on the level of liquor-fluid in the uterus and the condition of the kidneys), and
the natural course of the disease.

T WM J I Bt gpa, THiTRIT IR 7@ 31 Aok @ mufza # siffmiffe sa d wR
3R freit Ft fRufd ©R AR FHRar 3), Tur A7 B urepfae wifa & aR & TR < o 1|

e Treating the condition the “old way” might have required open surgery on a fragile
newborn, involving opening the urinary bladder or ureter.
39 R & TR BT QR AIBT SRR TIoITd U ST Toist HIAT1 gial T, Foras gam=ra ar
YR DI @A USdT Tl

e The modern approach is far more precise and minimally invasive.
nyfe a8HT % Tt N gAad gxaav arar ¢ |

e During the newborn period, paediatric urologists use a tiny camera called a cystoscope to
enter the urethra.

qammﬁwqaﬁﬂﬁ:ﬁw cystoscope WW@%W@W@@Wﬁ
WA A |
e They then ablate or clear the valve.
3P §IE d dTed P §eTd T Y Hd &
e Thereis no external incision or visible scar.
39 Ufchan & qrgt 9 4t fears 3 qren fA=me 18 gl
e Aclear pathway for urine is created.

O YA & YT BT W HRT &5 S g
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e This provides immediate relief from pressure on the kidneys.

T frs il R US ga1d | id ed Hadi 3|

Recurrent infecti(_)ns
TR-gR gIF drel GshHUT

e Once the child comes home, parents should stay alert for Urinary Tract Infection (UTI).
SIS ST W) ST, 1 AT-FU &I P URE "h T (UTI) o Uil T g1 amel|

e Recurrent infections, especially those accompanied by high fever, may signal an
underlying condition called Vesicoureteral Reflux (VUR).
TR-gR g1 a1 WhHT, [IRITeHR 3w MR & 1Y, Vesicoureteral Reflux (VUR) AMH® Th
Siafifgd T &1 dod 81 Jahd 5 |

e Normally, urine flows in one direction from the kidneys — ureters — bladder.
I B U o= § ggan 8, siufd frst - q¥er — mm|

e InVUR, the valve mechanism between the ureter and bladder does not close properly.
VUR 7 g¥eR 3R TR & S &1 aTed oF &t I 5 81 gl

e This allows urine to flow back toward the kidneys.

T g a1y frst @1 3R 9 & 81

e Such backflow increases the risk of infection and kidney damage if ignored.

e 3 @ a1 WY, ) I8 WU 3R fpet &y & Siffw S derdar |

Modern treatment options and outcomes
YD ITAR

e Parents often worry about long-term antibiotic use or “big” surgeries.
ATAT-UaT 3R de Ay d@ Ciaraifes U 1 “gs” Joidl &l Ao ffad T8 g1
e The good news is that treatment today is safe, effective and minimally invasive.
3} WeR g | fob o1 &1 IUAR Jrfera, gyt iR =gAay gxaav aran g |

e Treatment today can involve Endoscopic injection or Laparoscopic surgery.

3TN IUTR H TS RPHUD SR I AUDI1UP oI} A 81 Fbell B

[Endoscopic _injection

e Thisis a simple fix with quick recovery.
Ig IR IUAR g forad et fypadt gl 8
e Usin iny camera, the doctor places a special gel at the opening of the ureter.
%q‘\f ! TRl ¥ Slaex e & Yg R TS faRv Sa T@d 7 |
e The gel forms a small cushion acting like a one-way gate.
g O U DI PRI B! IRE &1 ¢ ol THaRWI §R B a8 B axal g |
e This prevents urine from flowing backward.
Ig A DI WS $T 3R 954 I Aba1 3|
e |tis aday-care procedure with no cuts.
Ig 3-FuR uferar 3 s B oy 7Y @
e The child usually returns home the same day after recovery.

T AR R I1 & Rpadl & 91¢ W dlie S|

Laparoscopic surgery
Ao wd

e For higher grade cases, stronger solutions are available through a gentle approach.
S TR & ArHal § 6 Aty @ oifie qurdt s Suds g

e Surgeons use tiny instruments through 3-5 mm incisions.

o 3-5 it & B 9 & A1y ¥ YT IS BT ITANT A § |
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They reposition the ureter to a normal location.

d gReR DI JTHT I TR [: RTUa Hd §

This provides the success rates of traditional open surgery.
T8 URUNS 3T Foidt e qherar o U Fd1 3|
However, it involves smaller scars and far less pain.

AP 39 B frm iR sga A < S B

Ailments in older children

g a1 § g1 arell IHETy

A common scenario involves a 5-15-year-old child complaining of intermittent flank pain.
T T UM & 5-15 T BT g1 IR-IR 819 a1 WP &¢ ! RIHRId Rl ol
Flank pain means pain in the side or back.
TP g Bl 4 PAR ATIRR S TA A S 2
It often appears after drinking a lot of fluids and may include swelling of the abdomen.
g SRR 3w aver ugrd di & 91¢ giaT § 3R Ue H gur +ff 51 Jadll 5
This condition is often caused by Pelviureteric Junction (PUJ) Obstruction.
H’s’@ﬁ SRR Pelviureteric Junction (PUJ) Obstruction %W@?ﬁ%l
In this condition, there is a blockage where the kidney meets the ureter.
39 fufa o fpet 3k Tex F fireA et =M W 3@y giar 71
For such cases, the gold standard treatment is robotic-assisted surgery.
T Amal & Aeifew-agrdT U Joikt & ol A TR JHT o1l 5 |
The surgeon operates using a 3D high-definition view with 10x magnification.
ot 10 THT e arelt 3D BT8-SfBARH Tz yurrelt &1 IuahT #vd ||
They also use wristed, tremor-filtered instruments.
d warg o faiiedr iR HuA-frifa SusoN &1 U HRd § |
These instruments provide a greater range of motion than the human hand.
3 ISR HIG g1Y & Ay fa=ierar uer #va 7
Robotic surgery enables extremely precise suturing in delicate tissues.
ToR} ATIP Had! H 3rcdd Gtd i A &1 AR et 3|
This ensures the blockage is cleared with microscopic accuracy.
Y JARNY Y F&H TR B T par A gerT AT g |
The hospital stay is usually 1-2 days.
SR H Y5 &1 S IHIa: 1-2 fT giett 31
The child can resume normal activities within about a week.

T ATHT TP HEATE A ATH Tiafafiy R e goar gl

Towards safe, gentle care

TRfd 3R W SUEIR &Y 3R

For parents, hearing that a child needs medical intervention can be frightening and
overwhelming.

AT & foe a8 o1 6 9 &) el gxadu &t sraxgerar g, S1aT 3R a-raygut
8 uHhdl g

However, medical technology has advanced significantly.

gTaie fafdear ae-te # Agayul Wifd g3 3|

Modern paediatric urology focuses on minimal intervention and maximum results.
Y STe PRI Fa <gaw swaay 3R siftrean ufom &R &fea 31

Medicine is moving away from large scars and long hospital stays.

fafdream e a8 A=Y AR & SRdTel WaTT g of X8t 7

From newborns to teenagers, advanced tools such as endoscopes, laparoscopes and
robotic systems are used.

TauITd ¥ AP fPR a9, TSP U, AU 3R Aaifes yonferar o Said Ul
I fHu S
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e These technologies make treatment gentler and safer than ever before.
J dp-1% IR &) Ugat A 3rfres T 3R TRfde st B

e With advanced child-friendly medical technology, problems can be fixed gently and

safely.

I ITA-3JT A RIfPeT ah-1e & 1Y JHW3T &) T iR GRem & a1y i frar s
|Hdl g
e This allows children to return to laughter, playtime, and a healthy childhood.

T 9 g4, W 3R W g9U4 &1 3R Iy dic Jobd o

As peptide therapy becomes a popular trend, experts call for caution
fosusaT g

Athira Elssa Johnson

lobally, peptide
G therapeutics have been

gaining attention in
research as well as clinical
practice. Studies show that
more than 80 peptide-based
drugs have already been
approved worldwide, while
over 150 peptide medicines are
currently being studied in
clinical trials for several
medical conditions.

This trend is growing due to
the promise of precision
medicine and is mostly
popular in wellness, fitness
and anti-ageing promotions, as
these medicines are seen as a
targeted and ‘advanced’ way to
improve health, appearance
and performance.

How they work

Peptides are very small chains
of amino acids, the basic
building blocks of proteins in
the body. They naturally act as

messengers that regulate
functions such as hormone
release, metabolism, immune
responses and tissue repair,
said Pearlsy Grace Rajan,
senior consultant, internal
medicine, Rela Institute and
Medical Centre, Chennai.
Because they can bind to
specific receptors, peptides
can be designed to influence
particular biological pathways
with precision.

In therapy, these molecules
are used as medicines that
mimic the body’s natural
signals and send targeted
instructions to certain cells.
Since they resemble
substances already produced
by the body, they often actin a
more targeted manner and are

Peptide therapy is growing due to the promise of precision medicine and is
mostly popular in wellness, fitness and anti-ageing promotions. GETTY IMAGES

According to Y. D.
Meherprasad, senior

medicines that may affect
many systems at once,
peptide-based treatments are

generally better tolerated than
some Ct i drugs.
Studies show that peptide
drugs account for nearly 9% of
new medicines approved by
the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration in recent years.

consultant, endocrinology and
o hoalth MGM

d to act on specific

p
Healthcare, Malar, Chennai,
peptide therapies are designed
to influence particular
biological processes in the
body. Unlike some traditional

targets. Many peptide
medicines are given through
injections because they can be
broken down in the digestive
system if taken by mouth.

Dr. Rajan said interest has
grown particularly in
metabolic diseases such as
diabetes and obesity,
especially with GLP-1-based
peptide drugs that help
regulate blood sugar and
appetite.

Peptides are explored in
various fields. In oncology,
they can target tumour
receptors or deliver drugs
directly to cancer cells. Studies
suggest that oncology accounts
for a significant share of
peptide drug research
pipelines.

In endocrinology, these
therapies are used for
conditions such as infertility,
growth disorders and thyroid
disease. Peptides that
influence immune responses
are also being studied for viral
infections and inflammatory
diseases.

In regenerative medicine,
experimental peptides are
being explored for their

potential to stimulate tissue
repair in muscles, tendons and
nerves. Antoinetta Ashwini,
consultant dermatologist at
Apollo Hospitals, Chennai, said
peptides are also being studied
in dermatology, wound
healing, osteoporosis and
cardiovascular diseases,
highlighting their expanding
therapeutic potential.

According to Dr. Rajan,
therapies such as insulin
analogues and hormonal
peptides are routinely used in
clinical practice, though
peptide therapies are not
always recognised as a
separate treatment category in
many hospitals.

Risks of misuse

While several peptide drugs
are already part of routine
medical care, experts point out
that the rising popularity of
these in the biohacking, fitness
and anti-ageing markets has
led to over-marketing and

misuse. Experts stress many
peptides promoted online have
limited or no human clinical
trials.

Hundreds of peptide
compounds remain in
early-stage laboratory or
pre-clinical research, and only
a small proportion eventually
become approved medicines.

Some products sold online
as “research chemicals” may
contain impurities or incorrect
dosing. Because peptides can
influence hormonal pathways,
improper use may lead to
metabolic disturbances,
endocrine imbalance or
cardiovascular risks.
Self-injecting unapproved
peptides can pose serious
health risks.

Experts stress the
importance of consulting a
doctor about safety, research
evidence and possible side
effects is essential before
starting such therapies.
(athira.elssa@thehindu.co.in)

13Mar. As peptide therapy becomes a popular trend, experts call for caution

-9 UpTs S WUt U Al ughty 81 381 3, faRivg Iraurit avaq 1 9

ad g

Peptide therapeutics

SUAdR

o Globally, peptide therapeutics have been gaining attention in research as well as clinical
practice.
dfffes TR W Ugrgs smurid fafdciia Suar srgur o feafree dfdew < & ar
STHYT PR IB ¢ |

e Studies show that more than 80 peptide-based drugs have already been approved
worldwide.

3Tl ¥ U I § o gfevar wR & 80 ¥ iftres TeTss smutia qansit &1 ugd € et
fraget 8l

e More than 150 peptide medicines are currently being studied in clinical trials.
150 & 3if¥® UpTSS qarell W aaaH & feafea wdteor 9a @ ©|

e These trials are for several medical conditions.

3 qde faftr Rrfre fRufed & R feu s 8

e This trend is growing due to the promise of precision medicine.

I8 ug e AfsRm

B} GG S HRU §¢ Wl

e Peptide therapies are especially popular in wellness, fitness and anti-ageing promotions.
p1sS R e, firea 3R TE-uiiT TeR # foviy %0 4 aeia g1 5

¢ These medicines are seen as a targeted and advanced way to improve health,
appearance and performance.

3 qar3it ) WA, TU-IT 30T U= GURA BT aféfd R Sod aeiep A oI 8|
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How they work

k2

PHDIAE

Peptides are very small chains of amino acids.

UPT3S il Tfs it 9gd BId fEand il g

Amino acids are the basic building blocks of proteins in the body.

Sfit TRrs TR B Wi & ga frmfor @S g &

Peptides naturally act as messengers regulating hormone release, metabolism, immune
responses and tissue repair.

UPISS WIYId® U ¥ WRIATeP B a¥g B4 Hd &, o gTHI |19, IITIad, Ui
wfaferar iR Sras wwd &1 fd s 5

This explanation was noted by Pearlsy Grace Rajan, senior consultant, internal medicine,
Rela Institute and Medical Centre, Chennai.

g STH®RI Pearlsy Grace Rajan, IRE YAGHR sex-d AFSRIH, Rela Institute and
Medical Centre, Chennai gRT &l 75|

Because peptides can bind to specific receptors, they can influence particular biological
pathways with precision.

i Uprss fafkw AT A I 9@ 8, 33fore 3 fafkie Sifae amif & adear & ywifaa
HRADA S|

In therapy, these molecules are used as medicines that mimic the body’s natural signals.
fafdrea & 29 srupafi &1 IuaiT Tt qarsit & = u o faran Sran 8 S TR & wipfad ddbdl ot
IHd Bl g

They send targeted instructions to specific cells.

3 fafre skl o aféra A 99 3|

Since they resemble substances already produced by the body, they act in amore
targeted manner.

Hifer 3 IRR gRT vgat | e ugrf & 9w gid 8, s9fore 3 siftre aféra a8 & ord
Caokd

They are also better tolerated than some conventional drugs.

A PO TRUNS garsil 1 ga-r d 9gar Je- fpy W &

Studies indicate that peptide drugs account for nearly 9% of new medicines approved by
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration in recent years.

HW%WW%H‘@T'& U.S. Food and Drug Administration Wﬁﬁﬁﬁaﬁﬁ
T 9 FferIa VPTES gaTd &

According to Y. D. Meherprasad, senior consultant endocrinology and preventive
healthcare, MGM Healthcare, Malar, Chennai, peptide therapies are designed to influence
specific biological processes.

Y. D. Meherprasad, aﬂgww@ﬁﬁvﬁeﬁ?ﬁ%ﬁaém MGM Healthcare,
Malar, Chennai & 38R UPS AUl fafdrg wifae ufteansii &t wuifaa 1 & fo fawlm
@1 ST

Unlike some traditional medicines that affect many systems at once, peptide treatments
act on specific targets.

PO TRUNSD a3 & [Aud o S yonferal St T Iy yHTiId Bl €, I01ss STaR
fafRe @eat W ol #va g

Many peptide medicines are given through injections.

B UPISS <dll Soia & |1eaH ¥ &t &Il §

This is because they can be broken down in the digestive system if taken orally.

T s9fere i afe 5% He @ foram SIe & uree o7 # g godt 8

Interest has grown particularly in metabolic diseases such as diabetes and obesity.
Ry & § Aeraifers TN 97 wyAe 3R Wierar & 37! 3 71 ]

This growth is linked to GLP-1-based peptide drugs.

T8 g5 GLP-1 SuTiid UpTss gars ¥ IS 5|

These medicines help regulate blood sugar and appetite.

3 ANl &S IR 3R Y@ & Frifia o § Heg dradl 21
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Therapeutic applications of peptides

o Peptides are explored in various fields of medicine.
UPT3S BT ITANT b & fafdre &= o fban s 81

¢ Inoncology, they can target tumour receptors or deliver drugs directly to cancer cells.
STpraroi 3 3 ogR REET P A 3= Gavd ¢ 31 garsil o Ui IR PifRrP1ef a
Ugdr qdd 7|

e Studies suggest that oncology accounts for a significant share of peptide drug research
pipelines.
3T FAId & fb YPTSS gaT I UTguars # Sii-plarioll T Hgayul R g

e Inendocrinology, these therapies are used for conditions such as infertility, growth
disorders and thyroid disease.
Tsiftharet & %1 SUANT digiud, 3 fasr iR yraRtas A1 okt fRufoal & SuaR &
o ST 31

o Peptides that influence immune responses are also being studied for viral infections and
inflammatory diseases.
wfarem ufafesar &) gutfaa $ aTd VLTSS &1 300 arRd Wehdul 3R gui waeht
& forg off fosar ST R

e Inregenerative medicine, experimental peptides are explored for their ability to stimulate
tissue repair in muscles, tendons and nerves.

AFSRA & TS UPTS &1 Sira- HiauiRi, 38 3R T4 # SHad 7Ed i

WA B B &l & fo fasan S @1 8 |

e According to Antoinetta Ashwini, consultant dermatologist at Apollo Hospitals, Chennai,
peptides are also studied in dermatology, wound healing, osteoporosis and
cardiovascular diseases.
Antoinetta Ashwini, GATE®R &gl T RIS Apollo Hospitals, Chennai & SR UpEs
DT LT =T AT, U1 WA, TATIRIRIRT 3R geg A # +ft frar s 3T 3 |

e This highlights the expanding therapeutic potential of peptides.
g5 UPTES & deq RIfexig 7gd &l axfdrg|

e According to Dr. Rajan, therapies such as insulin analogues and hormonal peptides are
already used routinely in clinical practice.
Dr. Rajan & 3IHR S TATENT 3R gTHIAS Uprss ol R uga ¥ & feaf-ea ifeew
% frafa ©u 3 Sy &t 9 B

o However, peptide therapies are not always recognised as a separate treatment category
in many hospitals.

BTl B3 ATl # UPTSS AU BT T IuAR Foft F w=u & gH=m 4¢) ug=r=n S|

Risks of misuse

e While several peptide drugs are already part of routine medical care, experts warn about
their misuse in biohacking, fitness and anti-ageing markets.

grcilic < UPTES gand frafdra fRifrem SuaR o few €, faivy ardiefd, fibeaw ok
TE-TRRT STORT § 3970 GEUATT &1 AR Ida-! od g

e Experts emphasise that many peptides promoted online have limited or no human clinical
trials.

ﬁ@waﬂgﬁ?%%wﬁaﬁﬁm%ﬁw%ﬁwuﬁ&mﬁﬁam

Ia@a [

e Hundreds of peptide compounds remain in early-stage laboratory or pre-clinical research.
Aps! Wprgs e 3nft f wrfe varr=mmen ar fi-feaf e srgiem R # 8

e Onlyasmall proportion eventually become approved medicines.
T A had IS A & Sida: Wpd gard ST U 7|

e Some products sold online as “research chemicals” may contain impurities or incorrect
dosing.
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3{[AETS “research chemicals” & &0 § od S dral 3] Iarel o GI'!ZI@'Q’I”IIT Teld ERTD 8l
BELI
Because peptides can influence hormonal pathways, improper use may lead to metabolic
disturbances.
FfP UPTES SIS | BT THTFIT BR Tobd ©, ST Tad IUANT I AT SRiqe !
THA G|
Improper use may also cause endocrine imbalance or cardiovascular risks.
T IUANT T TSIehT3 Sriga a1 ged Jath snfaw ot 8 g&d 3
Self-injecting unapproved peptides can pose serious health risks.

P WY ORI gRT a1 1R T Sif@w Uer o Iadl gl
Experts emphasise that it is essential to consult a doctor before starting such therapies.
TR Sard € fos Tt R L& 1 ¥ Ul STaex | WA ST ISP ¢
Patients should discuss safety, research evidence and possible side effects with a
medical professional.

R T R, ST WY 3R WHIfad gouTal & IR § e & =i -t a1ie
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